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Woman’s Duties in Social and 
Political Life 
An allocution delivered by Pope Pius XII to Italian Women, Octoder 21, 1945. 


OUR presence in great numbers around Us, dear daughters, is 

especially significant at the present moment. For if We are always 
glad to receive you, bless you and give you Our paternal counsels, there 
is added circumstance now that, at your urgent request, We are to 
deal with a topic outstanding in interest and primary importance for 
our times: it is woman’s duties in social and political life. We for 
Our part welcomed such an opportunity, for the feverish agitation of 
the present moment of travail, and still more apprehensions of an 
uncertain future, have brought the position of woman to the forefront 
in the programs of both friends and enemies of Christ and Church. 


Tue Prostem or Woman’s Drenrry 

Let Us say at the outset that for Us the problem regarding woman, 
both in its entirety as a whole and in all of its many details, resolves 
itself into preserving and augmenting that dignity which woman has 
had from God. For Us, accordingly, it is not a problem that is merely 
juridical or economic, educational or biological, political or demo- 
graphic—it is rather one which, in spite of its complexity, hinges entirely 
on the question how to maintain and strengthen that dignity of womar., 
especially today, in circumstances in which Providence has placed us. 

To envisage the question any other way or to consider it exclusively 
under any of the aspects We just mentioned would be tantamount to 
shirking it without advantage to anyone, and least of all to woman 
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herself. To detach it from God and from the order of things wisely 
set up by the Creator from His most holy will is to miss the essential 
point of the question, which is the dignity of woman, that dignity which 
she has only from God and in God. 

Hence, it follows that those systems cannot treat the question ot 
women’s rights properly which exclude God and His law from the 
social life and give precepts of religion, at most, a lowly place in 
man’s private life. 

_ You, therefore, disregarding high-sounding and empty slogans with 
which some people would qualify the movement for women’s rights, 
have laudably organized and united as Catholic women and Catholic 
girls in order to meet in a becoming manner the natural needs and 
true interests of your sex. 


Tue CHARACTERISTICS OF THE Two SEXES 
and THER Muruat Coorpination 

What, then, is this dignity that a woman has from God? Put the 
question to human nature as formed by God and elevated and redeemed 
in the Blood of Christ. 

In their personal dignity as children of God a man and woman 
are absolutely equal, as they are in relation to the last end of human 
life, which is everlasting union with God in the happiness of Heaven. 
It i@ the undying glory of the Church that she puts these truths in 
their proper light and honorable place and that she has freed woman 
irom degrading, unnatural slavery. 

But a man and woman cannot maintain and perfect this equal 
dignity of theirs, unless: by respecting and activating characteristic 
qualities which nature has given each of them, physical and spiritual 
qualities which cannot be eliminated, which cannot be reversed without 
nature itself stepping in to restore the balance. These characteristic 
qualities which divide the two sexes are so obvious to all that only wilful 
blindness or a no less disastrous utopian doctrinaire attitude could over- 
look or practically ignore their significance in social relations. 

The two sexes, by the very qualities that distinguish them, are 
mutually complementary to such an extent that their coordination 
makes itself felt in every phase of man’s social life. We shall here only 
recall two of these phases because of their special importance: the 
married state and the state of celibacy embraced voluntarily in accord- 
ance with evangelical counsels. 
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THE MARRIED STATE 


The result of a genuine marriage union involves more than children 
when God grants them to the married couple, and the material and 
spiritual advantages that accrue to mankind from family life. The 
whole civilized world, all its branches, peoples, and relations between 
peoples, even the Church itself—in a word, everything really good in 
mankind—benefits by the happy results when this family life is orderly 
and flourishing and when the young are accustomed to look up to it, 
honor it and love it as a holy ideal. 


But when the two sexes, forgetful of that intimate harmony willed 
and established by God, give themselves up to perverted individualism, 
where their mutual relations are governed by selfishness and covetous- 
ness, when they do not collaborate by mutual accord for the service of 
mankind according to the designs of God and nature, when the young, 
scouting their responsibilities, silly and frivolous in spirit and conduct, 
render themselves unfit physically and morally for the holy state of 
Matrimony: then the common good of human society, in the temporal 
as well as the spiritual order, is gravely compromised and the Church 
of God herself trembles, not for her existence—for she has Divine 
promises—but for the larger achievements of her mission to men. 


VotunTARY CeLipacy Accorpine to EvanceuicaL Counsms 


But let us remember that for nigh on to 20 centuries, in every 
generation, thousands and thousands of men and women, from among 
the best, in order to follow the counsels of Christ, freely renounced 


the possibility of a family of their own and the sacred duties and rights 
of married life. 


Is the common good of the peoples and the Church perhaps jeopar- 
dized by this? On the contrary, these generous souls recognize the 
union of the two sexes in Matrimony as a good of high order. But, 
if they abandon the ordinary way and leave the beaten track, they do 
not desert it, but rather consecrate themselves to the service of man- 
kind with a complete disregard for themselves and their own interests 


by an act incomparably broader in its scope, more all-embracing and 
universal. 


Look at those men and women: see them dedicated to prayer and 
penance, intent on the instruction and education of the young and 
ignorant, leaning over the pillow of the sick and dying, open-hearted for 
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all daeir miseries and all their weaknesses in order to relieve them, ease 
them, lighten them and sanctify them. 


Tme Yownc CatHotic Gia Wao Remains Perrorce Unmarriep 


When one thinks of young girls and women who willingly renounce 
Matrimony in order to consecrate themselves to a higher life of con- 
templation, sacrifice and charity, there comes at once to the lips the 
word that explains it: vocation. It is the only word that can describe 
so lofty a sentiment. 

This vocation call of life is felt in the most diverse ways, corres 
ponding to the infinitely diverse modulations of the voice of God; it 
may be an overpowering call, affectionately inviting inspiration, or 
gentle impulse—but the young Catholic girl, too, who remains un- 
married perforce, trusting nonetheless the providence of our Heavenly 
Father, recognizes in the vicissitudes of life the call of the Master: 
The Master is come and calleth for thee (John 11:28). She hearkens. 
She gives up the fond dream of her adolescence and youth to have a 
faithful companion in life and set up a family. And in the exclusion 
of Matrimony she recognizes her vocation. Then, with a sorrowful but 
submissive heart, she too gives herself up to the noble and most diversified 
zood works. 


Morsernoop THe Naturat SeHere or Woman 


In both states alike woman’s sphere is clearly outlined by qualities, 
temperament and gifts peculiar to her sex. She collaborates with man 
but in a manner proper to her according to her natural bent. Now the 
sphere of woman, her manner of life, her native bent, is motherhood. 
Every woman is made to be a mother: a mother in the physical meaning 
of the word or in the more spiritual and exalted but no less real sense. 

For this purpose the Creator organized the whole characteristic 
make-up of woman, her organic construction, but even more her spirit, 
and above all her delicate sensitiveness. Thus it is that a woman who 
is a real woman can see all the problems of human life only in the 
perspective of the family. That is why her delicate sense of her dignity 
puts her on guard any time that a social or political order threatens 
to prejudice her mission as a mother or the good of the family. 

And such, unfortunately, is the social and political situation today ; 
it might even become still more precarious for the sanctity of the home 
and hence for woman’s dignity. Your day is here, Catholic women and 
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girls. Public life needs you. To each one of you might be said: ‘Tua 
res agitur” (Your destiny is at stake). (Horace Epistles 1-18-84.) 


Tue Socta anp Po uiticat Situation UNFAVORABLE TO THE 
SANCTITY OF THE FAMILY AND THE Woman’s Dicnity 


It is beyond dispute that for a long time past the political situation 
has been evolving in a manner unfavorable to the real welfare of the 
family and women. Many political movements are turning to woman 
to win her for their cause. Some totalitarian systems dangle marvelous 
promises before her eyes: equality of rights with men, care during 
pregnancy and childbirth, public kitchens and other communal services 
to free her from some of her household cares, public kindergartens an:! 
other institutions maintained and administered by government which 
relieve her of maternal obligations towards her own children, free 
schools and sick benefits. 

It is not meant to deny the advantages that can accrue from one 
and the other of these social services if properly administered. Indeed, 
We have on a former occasion pointed out that for the same work 
output a woman is entitled to the same wages as a man. But there 
still remains the crucial point of the question to which We already 
referred. Has woman’s position been thereby improved ? 

Equality of rights with man brought with it her abandonment of 
the home where she reigned as queen, and her subjection to the same 
work strain and working hours. It entails depreciation of her true 
dignity and the solid foundation of all her rights which is her charac- 
teristic feminine role, and the intimate coordination of the two sexes. 
The end intended by God for the good of all human society, especially 
for that of the family, is lost sight of. In concessions made to woman 
one can easily see not respect for her dignity or her mission, but an 
attempt to foster the economic and military power of the totalitarian 
state to which all must inexorably be subordinated. 

“On the other hand, can a woman, perhaps, hope for her real well 
being from a regime dominated by capitalism? We do not need to 
describe to you now the economic and social results that issue from 
it. You know its characteristic signs, and you yourselves are bearing its 
burden: excessive concentration of populations in cities, the constant 
all-absorbing increase of big industries, the difficult and precarious state 
of others, notably those of artisan and agricultural workers, and the 
disturbing increase of unemployment. 
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To restore as far as possible the honor of the woman’s and mother’s 
place in the home: that is the watchword one hears now from many 
quarters like a cry of alarm, as if the world were awakening, terrified 
by the fruits of material and scientific progress of which it before was 
so proud. 

Let us look at things as they are. 


Woman's ABsENCE From tHe Home 


We see a woman who, in order to augment her husband’s earnings. 
betakes herself also to a factory, leaving her house abandoned during 
her absence. The house, untidy and small perhaps before, becomes even 
more miserable for lack of care. Members of the family work sepz- 
rately in four quarters of the city and with different working hours. 
Scarcely ever do they find themselves together for dinner or rest after 
work—still less for prayer in common. What is left of family life? 
And what attractions can it offer to children? 


MALFORMATION IN THE EpucATION oF Younc Girts 


To such painful consequences of the absence of the mother from 
the home there is added another, still more deplorable. It concerns the 
education, especially of the young girl, and her preparation for real 
life. Accustomed as she is to see her mother always out of the house 
and the house itself so gloomy in its abandonment, she will be unable 
to find any attraction for it, she will not feel the slightest inclination 
for austere housekeeping jobs. She cannot be expected to appreciate 
their nobility and beauty or to wish one day to give herself to them 
as a wife and mother. 

This is true in all grades and stations of social life. The daughter 
of the worldly woman, who sees all housekeeping left in the hands of 
paid help and her mother fussing around with frivolous occupations 
and futile amusements, will follow her example, will want to be eman- 
cipated as soon as possible and in the words of a very tragic phrase 
“to live her own life.” How could she conceive a desire to become one 
day a true lady, that is, the mother of a happy, prosperous, worthy family ? 

As to the working classes, forced to earn daily bread a woman 
might, if she reflected, realize that not rarely the supplementary wage 
which she earns by working outside the house is easily swallowed up 
by other expenses or even by waste which is ruinous to the family 
budget. The daughter who also goes out to work in a factory or office, 
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deatened by the excited restless world in which she lives, dazzled by 
the tinsel of specious luxury, developing a thirst for shallow pleasures 
that distract but do not give satiety or repose in those revue or dance 
halls which are sprouting up everywhere, often for party propagand. 
purposes, and which corrupt youth, becomes a fashionable lady, despises 
the old Nineteenth Century ways of life. 

How could she not feel her modest home surroundings unattractive 
and more squalid than they are in reality? To find her pleasure in 
them, to desire one day to settle in them herself, she should be able 
to offset her natural impressions by a serious intellectual and spiritual 
life, by the vigor that comes from religious education and from super- 
natural ideals. But what kind of religious formation has she received 
in such surroundings? 

And that is not all. When, as the years pass, her mother, prema- 
turely aged, worn out, and broken by work beyond her capacity, by 
sorrow and anxiety, will see her return home at night at a very late 
hour, she will not find her a support or a help, but rather the mother 
herself will have to wait on a daughter incapable and unaccustomed to 
household work, and to perform for her all the offices of a servant. 

And the lot of the father will not be any better when old age, 
sickness, infirmity and unemployment force him to depend for his meager 
sustenance on the good or bad will of his children. Here you have the 
august holy authority of the father and mother dethroned. 


Tas Duty or 4 Woman to Take Part i Pusuic 
Lirr AT THE PRESENT TIME 

Shali we conclude then that you Catholic women and girls must 
show yourselves adverse to a movement which willy-nilly carried you 
with it mto social and political life? Certainly not. 

In the face of theortes and practice which by different ways are 
tearing a woman from her mission and, with a flattering promise of 
unbridled freedom or, in reality, of hopeless misery, are depriving her 
of her personal dignity, her dignity as woman, We have heard the ery 
of her calls for her active presence as far as possible in the home. 

A woman is, in fact, kept out of the home not only by her so-called 
emancipation but often, too, by the necessities of life, by the continuous 
anxiety about daily bread. It would be useless then to preach to her 
to return to the home while conditions prevail which constrain her to 
remain away from it. And this brings Us to the first aspect of your 
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mission in the social and political life which now opens up before you. 

Your entry into public life came about suddenly as a result of social 
upheavals which we see around us. It does not matter. You are called 
upon to take part. Will you, perhaps, leave (the responsibility) to 
others, to those who sponsor or collaborate in the ruin of some monopoly 
of social organization of which the family is the primary factor in its 
economic, juridical, spiritual and moral unity? 

The fate of the family, the fate of human relations are at stake. 
They are in your hands (Tua res agitur). Every woman has then, 
mark it well, the obligation, the strict obligation in conscience, not to 
absent herself but to go into action in a manner and way suitable to 
the condition of each so as to hold back those currents which threaten 
the home, so as to oppose those doctrines which undermine its founda- 
tions, so as to prepare, organize and achieve its restoration. 

To this powerful motive which impels a Catholic woman to enter 
upon a way that now is opened to her activity, there is added another, 
her dignity as a woman. She has to collaborate with man towards the 
good of the State in which she is of the same dignity as he. Each of 
the two sexes must take the part that belongs to it, according to its 
nature, special qualities, and physical, intellectual and moral aptitude. 
Both have the right and duty to cooperate toward the total good of 
society and of their country. 

But it is clear that if man is by temperament more drawn to deal 
with external things and public affairs, woman has, generally speaking, 
more perspicacity and a finer touch in knowing and solving delicate 
problems of domestic and family life which is the foundation of all 
social life. This does not exclude the possibility of some women giving 
genuine proof of great talent in all fields of public activity. 

All this is a question, not so much of distinct assignments, as of the 
manner of judging and coming to concrete practical conclusions. Let 
us take the case of civil rights. These are at present the same for both, 
but with how much more discernment and efficacy will they be utilized 
if man and woman come to complement one another. The sensitive- 
ness and fine feeling proper to woman, which might lead her to judge 
by her impressions and would thus involve the risk of impeding clarity 
and breadth of vision, serenity of judgment and forethought for remote 
consequences, are, on the contrary, of immense help when it is a ques- 
tion of throwing light on the needs, aspirations and dangers that touch 
domestic, public welfare or religious spheres. 
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Tue Vasr Frecp or Activiry ror Woman 1N Present-Day 
Civiz ano Pouiticat Lire 

Woman’s activity is concerned, in great part, with the labors and 
occupations of domestic life which contribute to a greater and more 
beneficial extent than generally is thought to the true interests of social 
relations. But these interests also call for a group of women who can 
dispose of more time so as to devote themselves to them more directly 
and more entirely. 

Who, then, can these women be, if not especially (we certainly do 
not mean exclusively) those whom we referred to a little while ago, 
those on whom unavoidable circumstances bestowed a mysterious voca- 
tion, whom events destined to a solitude which was not in their thoughts 
or desires, and which seemed to condemn them to a selfishly futile and 
aimless life? 

Today, on the contrary, their mission is unfolded—multifarious, 
militant, calling for all their energies and of such a nature that few 
others held down by cares of family or education of children, or subject 
to the holy yoke of rule have equal opportunities of fulfilling it. 

Up to now, some of these women dedicated their lives with a zeal 
often wonderful to parochial works, others of even larger views con- 
secrated themselves to moral and social activity of great consequence. 
Their numbers as a result of the war and the calamities which fol- 
lowed it are considerably increased. Many brave men have fallen in 
the dreadful war, others returned invalids. Many young women will, 
therefore, wait in vain for the return of a husband and the flowering 
of new lives in their solitary home. But, at the same time, new needs 
created by the entry of woman into civil and political life have arisen 
to claim their assistance. Is it just a strange coincidence or are we to 
see in it the disposition of Divine Providence? 

Thus it is a vast field of activity which now lies open tou woman 
and it can be, corresponding to the mentality or character of each, either 
intellectual or actively practical. To study and expound the place and 
role of woman in society, her rights and duties; to become a teacher- 
guide to one’s sisters and to direct ideas, dissipate prejudices, clarify 
obscure points, explain and diffuse the teachings of the Church in order 
more securely to discredit error, illusion and falsehood, in order ta 
expose more effectively the tactics of those who oppose Catholic dogma 
and morals—is an immense work and one of impelling necessity, with- 
out which all the zeal of the Apostolate could obtain but precarious 
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results. But direct action, too, is indispensable if we do not want the 
same doctrines and solid convictions to remain, if not entirely of academic 
interest, at least of little practical consequence. 

This direct participation, this effective collaboration in social and 
political activity does not at all change the normal activity of woman. 
Associated with men in civil institutions, she will apply herself espe- 
cially to those matters which call for tact, delicacy and maternal instinct 
rather than administrative rigidity. Who better than she can under- 
stand what is needed for the dignity of woman, the integrity and honor 
of the young girl, and the protection and education of the child? 

And in all these questions, how many problems call for study and 
action on the part of governments and legislators. Only a woman wiil 
know, for instance, how to temper with kindness, without detriment 
to its efficacy, legislation to repress licentiousness. She alone can find 
the means to save from degradation and to raise in honesty and in 
religious and civil virtues the morally derelict young. She alone will 
be able to render effective the work of protection and rehabilitation for 
those freed from prison and for fallen girls. She alone will re-echo 
from her own heart the plea of mothers from whom the totalitarian 
state, by whatever name it be called, would will to snatch the education 
of their children. 


Some ConsIDERATIONS In CONCLUSION 


(1) On the preparation and formation of woman for social and 
political life: 

We outlined a program of woman’s duties. Its practical aim is 
two-fold—her preparation and formation for social and political life, 
and the evolution and activation of this social and political life in private 
and in public. 

It is clear that woman’s task thus understood cannot be improvised. 
Motherly instinct is in her a human instinct, not determined by nature 
down to the details of its application. It is directed by free will and 
this in turn is guided by intellect. Hence comes its moral value and 
its dignity but also imperfection which must be compensated for and 
redeemed by education. 

Education proper to the sex of the young girl, and not rarely also 
of the grown woman, is therefore a necessary condition of her prepara- 
tion and formation for a life worthy of her. The ideal would evidently 
be that this education should begin with infancy in the intimacy of the 
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Catholic home under the directions of the mother. It is, unfortunately, 
not always the case, not always possible. 

However, it is possible to supply, at least in part, for this deficiency 
by securing for the young girl who of necessity must work outside 
the home one of those occupations which are, to some extent, a training 
ground and a noviceship for the life for which she is destined. To 
such a purpose also serve those schools of domestic economy which aim 
at making of the child and the young girl of today the wife and mother 
of tomorrow. 

How worthy of praise and encouragement are such institutions? 
They are one of the forms of activity in which your motherly sense 
and weal can have ample scope and influence and one, too, of the most 
precious because the good that you do propagates itself to infinity, pre- 
paring your pupils to pass on to others in the family, or out of it, the 
good which you have done them. What should We say, besides, of 
many other kindly offices by which you come to the aid of mothers of 
families in what concerns their intellectual and religious formation and 
in the sad and difficult circumstances in which their life moves? 

(2) On the practical activation of woman’s social and political life: 

But in your social and political activity much depends on the legis- 
lation of the State and the administration of local bodies. Accordingly, 
the electoral ballot in the hands of a Catholic woman is an important 
means toward the fulfilment of her strict duty in conscience, especially 
at the present time. The State and politics have, in fact, precisely the 
office of securing for the family of every social class conditions necessary 
for them to exist and to evolve as economic, juridical and moral units. 
Then the family will really be the vital nucleus of men who are earning 
honestly their temporal and eternal welfare. 

All this, of course, the real woman easily understands. But what 
she does not, and cannot, understand, is that by politics is meant domi- 
nation by one class of others, and the ambitious striving for ever more 
extensive economic and national empire—on whatever pretended motive 
such ambition be based. For she knows that such a policy paves the 
way to hidden or open civil war, to the ever-growing accumulation of 
armaments and to the constant danger of war. 

She knows from experience that in any event this policy is harmful 
to the family which must pay for it at a high price in goods and blood. 
Accordingly, no wise woman favors a policy of class struggle or war. 
Her vote is a vote for peace. Hence, in the interest and for the good 
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of the family she will hold to that norm, and she will always refuse 
her vote to any tendency, from whatever quarter it hails, to the selfish 
desires of domination, internal or external, of the peace of the nation. 
Courage then, Catholic women and girls! Work without ceasing, 
without allowing yourselves ever to be discouraged by difficulties or 
obstacles. May you be—under the standard of Christ the King, under 
the patronage of His wonderful Mother—restorers of home, family 
and society. 
May Divine favors descend on you in a copious stream: favors in 
token of which We impart to you with all the affection of Our paternal 
heart an Apostolic Benediction. 





Five Essentials of Peace 


1. We must reassert our belief in the rights of the human 
person. These rights are derived from membership of a family 
and the first right and duty of every man is to use his mind and 
will to achieve his destiny, which is eternal life. 

2. All authority comes from God and therefore the brother- 
hood of man can have no meaning unless it is based upon the 
Fatherhood of God. If we recognize the rights of God, we shall 
in the same measure recognize the rights of man. 

3. International relations must be based not only on justice 
but informed by charity. We are members one of another. We 
are all brothers, in that we come from a common stock and 
have been redeemed by one Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

4. The most powerful nations must help, and not oppress 
the weaker. 

5. Both in America and in this country, since the end of 
hostilities, censorship of press and radio has now been removed. 
These should now be used to foster truth. True internationalism 
can be fostered by nations allowing their nationals to visit the 
outside world and to receive ideas from abroad. There should 
be a full exchange of ideas, freedom to pass from one country to 
another and freedom for the press and radio to speak the truth. 
—The Most Reverend Bernard Griffin, Archbishop ef West- 


minster. 








Christmas 


Reprinted from 


ANY writers have described 
the varied and beautiful ways 
in which, in every land, the Feast of 
Christmas is celebrated. The contrast 
is striking and poignant, between the 
peace, the trustfulness, the friendli- 
ness and the simplicity that suffuse 
all these age-old customs and the bru- 
tality, violence and cruelty of a war- 
ravaged world. Yet if one casts his 
mind back through the years of his- 
tory, he cannot but realize that 
mighty empires built on wealth and 
power and the sword have fallen and 
been forgotten; that learned men have 
more than once prophesied that 
Christ’s spell over men’s minds and 
hearts was broken—and they are for- 
gotten; but that in every land, and 
under every sun, the memory of the 
Child born in the stable lives in honor, 
and that His tiny hands hold men’s 
hearts in a grasp that not even the 
bitterest shocks of war can loosen. 
We shall, perhaps, be reminded at 
this point that Christmas has become 
very commercial. We shall be told 
that the respect and honor paid to 
the Christ-Child is degenerating into 
a sweet sentimentality; that it is be- 
coming less the Feast of Christ’s com- 
ing than the Feast of the Children, 
of the Home, with no hint of the 
true supernatural significance. All 


Eternal 


Tue Recorp* 


that we must admit; yet the very fact 
that the world holds on to the Feast, 
that no lapse of time or shock of war 
has served to make men forget or 
abandon it, must indicate that Christ- 
mas answers to some very deep and 
universal need in men’s hearts. 
Granted that our Christmas seems to 
owe more to Dickens than to the 
Evangelists; yet is not Dickens 
echoing, albeit in a very minor key, 
the angelic message: “Peace on earth 
to men of good will”? 

Does not the world-wide celebra- 
tion of Christmas at a time like this 
show us all the more clearly why 
men turn to Christmas, show us what 
men seek from Christmas? The ideal 
of peace and good will is one very 
dear to men’s hearts. It is the only 
explanation of their willingess to en- 
dure the sufferings of a world war; 
they fight that their children may 
live in a world whence war and 
hatred have been banished. Their 
worst fear is, lest having suffered and 
endured so much for the sake of 
peace and good will among men, their 
sacrifices should prove to have been 
in vain. 

For men’s minds and hearts are 
haunted by the age-old human trag- 
edy; the tragedy of angelic aspirations 
dragged down by the beast in us. We 
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feel in our best moments, and we 
show in our finest achievements, the 
vast scope of our human possibilities. 
In every age, our greatest writers and 
singers, our greatest teachers and 
leaders, have shown us the ideal, the 
perfect, the possibilities of human life 
and human development that we have 
within us. Even beyond the limits of 
this world and this life our best 
thoughts carry us; we feel within us 
the seeds of immortality, a hunger 
and thirst not to be satisfied by any- 
thing lese than Perfection and In- 
finity. 


And yet we are enmeshed in the 
web of flesh, and our aspirations must 
sustain a constant struggle, often a 
losing struggle, against the gravita- 
tional pull of our earthly clay. All 
history testifies to the “tragic flaw” 
in our nature that time and again 
makes mockery of our ideals. Un- 
happy men that we are, who shall 
deliver us from this body.of death? 


Peace any Goop Wit 


Christmas, in spite of human fail- 
ure, in the face of war itself, is a 
witness to the persistence of the ideal 
of peace and good will. It is the 
yearly reminder that all men are 
brothers, that we are meant to live 
together in peace upon this world. 
The allure of wealth and the parade 
of power cannot so bedazzle us that 
we forget to turn to the little cave 
where a Child is born; and at least 
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once a year men pay tribute to pov- 
erty, meekness and kindness. At 
Christmas, even if men do not think 
much of Christ, they think of His 
needy brethren; they may have for- 
gotten the Christian creed, but they 
practice Christian charity. As each 
year draws to its close, men feel and 
act, if only for a short time, if only 
from an obscurely-understood  cus- 
tom, as if they had cast off the 
shackles of their human imperfections 
and all men were at last brothers in 
fact and in deed. It is the flag of 
Christ still waving on the ramparts 
of the world; though the battle be 
going against Him, yet men have not 
hauled it down. 


Yet, the pity of it, that men should 
not realize what gifts the hands of 
the Christ-Child hold for them! They 
gather around the Manger to com- 
memorate Christ’s birth; but their 
eyes do not see that He is offer- 
ing them what their hearts most de- 
sire—peace and good will. They do 
not know that He understands the 
“tragic flaw” and the antimony of in- 
finite longings in finite flesh; that it 
is precisely to heal that flaw and to 
resolve that antimony that He came 
into the world. 


Only in the light of the Incarna- 
tion can we really understand ever 
ourselves. For Christmas is the birth 
of God in human flesh; and the 
reason for His coming is that our 
race had fallen from its high estate 
and that only God could restore it. 
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We have infinite longings, because 
God made us for Himself; but our 


_ wounded nature makes it impossible 


for us to reach that estate again ex- 


| cept through God ; through Christ are 
| our wounds healed, through Him 
| shall our deepest desires be satisfied. 


The whole history of man testifies 
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to the need for a Saviour; in every 
age men have seen and approved the 
better things and stooped to the worse. 
This Christmas in a war-weary world 
makes us feel that need all the more 
keenly. May God open men’s eyes 
and direct their steps to Him who 
was born to save us. 





Fascist Nonsense 


The British Government has announced that its aim in the 
war with Germany is nothing more nor less than the “destruc- 
tion of Hitlerism.” This means, that the British and the French 
have declared something in the nature of an “ideological war” 
on Germany, reminiscent of the religious wars of olden times 
. .. There is absolutely no justification for a war of this kind. 
One may accept or reject the ideology of Hitlerism as well as 
any other ideological system, that is a matter of political views. 
But everybody should understand that an ideology cannot be 
destroyed by force, that “. cannot be eliminated by war. It 
is therefore not only senseless but criminal to wage such a war 
for the “destruction of Hitlerism,” camouflaged as a fight for 
“democracy”. . —Vyacheslaff M. Molotoff, Russian Foreign 
Commissar, October 31, 1939. 


Rights and Duties 


Perhaps the most striking illustration of the failure to recog- 
nize a duty imposed by the possession of a right was made by 
our forefathers who sought the barren coasts of New England 
to exercise their right to worship God in their own way. They 
possessed that precious jewel of freedom, but for almost a 
century they failed to recognize the duty to respect the right 
of others to worship God as they choose.—John Kirkland Clark, 
in the BAR BULLETIN of the New York County Lawyers Asso- 
ciation, May, 1945. 








St. Leo the Great on Christmas 


ADAPTED BY THE Rev. A. T. Staines, S.S. ? 
Reprinted from Our Sunpay Vistror* 


N this day, dearly beloved, was born our Saviour. Let us be glad. 

Sadness has no rightful place today, for this is the birthday of 
Life itself, that Life which takes away the dreaded sting of death and 
brings us a foretaste of the bright days of eternity. No one is barred 
from partiaipation in this happiness; all men have the same grand 
reason for jay... . 

Good souls should rejoice, for they are drawing acar to their 
triumph; the wayward too should be happy, since they have an invita- 
tian to forgiveness. Let the Gentiles be heartened also, for they are 
recalled to life. In the fullness of time, as fixed by the inscrutable 
wisdom of the divine plan, the Son of God took upon Himself the 
human nature that is ours, to reconcile it with its Maker. Thus was 
the devil, by the very nature which he has conquered, himself con- 
quered ; the saventor of death was brought down to the role of a mere 
enemy of life. 

In this battle, undertaken for us, Our Lord fought with splendid 
fairness. He has competed with the cruelest of enemies, not with the 
divine strength and majesty that He might have employed, but as a 
lewly creatare like ourselves. Against that enemy He hurled the same 
nature, the same mortal body that is our own, sin alone being absent. 
True of all births save His were the words: “No one is free from 
taiat, not evan the infant whose life upon earth lasts but a day.” Into 
that unique birth passed nothing of the lust ef the flesh, nothing of the 
weakness of sin. 

As bearer ef the sacred offspring there was chosen a royal virgin 
wf the family of David, whose soul was to conceive this child, at once 
heunan and divine, before her body should. And lest in her simplicity 
she be upset by the epochal event, an angel’s voice informed her what 
was to be accomplished in her by the Holy Ghost; nor did the future 
Mother of God suffer any damage to her modesty. 

Therefore, dear brethren, let us give thanks to God the Father 
through His Son, ia the Holy Ghost, Who “for his exceeding charity 
wherewith he loved us,” hath had mercy on us; “even when we were 
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dead in sins, hath He quickened us together in Christ,” that we might 
be in Him a new creature and a new likeness. Let us consequently 
strip ourselves of the old man with his deeds, and having obtained a 
share of the sonship of Christ, let us renounce acts of the flesh. 

Learn to know, O Christian, your own dignity; and having beconac 
a partaker of the divine nature, return not by corrupt conversation 
into your former baseness. Remember Whose is the Body and Whose 
the Head of which you are become a member. Forget not that it ‘s 
through Him that thou hast been delivered from the power of darkness 
into the light and kingdom of God. 


The Living Christ 


Cardinal Newman calls Bethlehem “the mystery of Divine 
condescension.” And truly the Almighty humbled Himself 
for us when He became a weak, helpless Babe and for the 
short space of thirty-three years a Man Who walked this 
earth and then died an outcast, a condemned criminal, a seem- 
ing failure. Twenty centuries after Calvary that Man still 
lives and still holds the love and loyalty of millions. Unbe- 
lievers may talk foggily about personal magnetism, the pro- 
pensity of human beings to follow a leader. But that does 
not explain why the feet of the missionary have travelled the 
roads of the world; why the blood of martyrs has been poured 
out in torrents; why home and family and friends are given 
up by priest and monk and nun; why men and women spend 
themselves in the service of their fellows without thought of 
earthly recompense. The explanation is a little Babe Who 
long ago was “wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger.”—D.4.C. in THE CANADIAN REGISTER, Kingston, 
Ont., Canada, December 23, 1944. 








The Head of A 


V. Rev. JoserH 
Reprinted from 


ROM all eternity it had been 

decreed by Divine Providence to 
constitute Christ the Head of all cre- 
ation and to join together in one 
organic whole all that is in heaven 
and on earth. “In Him,” so St. Paul 
teaches, “it hath well pleased the 
lather that all fulness should dwell” 
(Col. 1:19). 

It was God’s mysterious plan in 
the work of creation and redemption 
that all creation should be united to 
its Maker and, as a reward for giving 
Him due honor, be admitted to share 
in His life and happiness. The Son 
of God is the Mediator in the Blessed 
‘Trinity; He is also the Mediator be- 
tween God and His creatures. By 
Him and in Him all subsists. For 
this reason He also assumes the role 
of Restorer of fallen mankind. From 
all eternity it had been decreed that 
He Himself should become man, as- 
sume flesh and blood in order to heal 
the wounds of the flesh and re-unite 
the visible creation with its Maker. 

The Son of God desired to take 
His human nature from the seed of 
Adam in order that He might Him- 
self be a member of the human race. 
But this seed, unfit as it was to re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit as its principle 
of life, was still less fit to be united 






New H umanity 


Kreuter, 0.S.B. 


THe Wanperer* 


substantially with the Divinity in one 
Person. This explains why we read 
in the Sacred Books of the Old Testa- 
ment of a seed of Adam which was 
blessed by God and in which all are 
to be blessed. 

This blessing had been promised 
to Abraham of old, and from him this 
promise lead up in a long row of 
ancestors over David to the miracle 
of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Here the seed 
of Adam was wonderfully blessed, 
for when Mary’s soul seized upon this 
germ and vivified it, the Spirit of 
God descended upon both and found 
an organ which, being without inor- 
dinate fleshly concupiscence, offered 
no resistance to His Divine operation. 
Thus Mary, the new Eve and Mother 
of the children of God, stands out as 
the head of the new creation, ready 
through her divine Son to communi- 
cate new life to all men of good will. 

Thus the Incarnation of the Son 
of God as a miraculous Birth from 
the Virgin and the Holy Ghost had 
been duly prepared. The Holy Spirit 
as the living power and love of God 
overshadowed Mary, seized upon the 
seed from her sacred flesh and blood, 
vivified it with a human soul and 
united both so intimately to the Sec- 
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ond Person in God that God was 
made flesh, a human being like our- 
selves. And this man Christ “is true 
God and eternal Life.” 

In this Flesh and Blood from the 
Virgin Mary is contained our entire 
redemption, all salvation, all super- 
natural life upon earth, all holiness, 
the eternal salvation of all men. This 
Flesh and Blood is the bridge by 
which God came to us and by which 
we can go to God. It is the Vine, of 
which we must become the branches; 
it is the Channel of grace, the Foun- 
tain of life for us. To know the mys- 
teries of the flesh and blood of Christ, 
to revere them, to have part in them, 
means to be a Christian. 

By its substantial union with the 
Divinity Christ’s Humanity is infin- 
itely raised above all creatures and 
possesses powers and functions that we 
can accept only by faith and that we 
must adore as mysteries, but find our- 
selves unable to fathom with our un- 
aided human reason. In this Flesh 
and Blood taken from the dust of 
the earth the Holy Spirit has created 
for Himself an organ which performs 
divine-human functions of life and 
which may claim divine dignity and 
infinite power of meriting. 

Christ as Man is the Head of a 
new creation, of a new humanity. As 
Head He stands in the place of the 
members before God and acts as 
Mediator. In the flesh He is obe- 
dient. As High-priest He offers His 
body as a sacrificial gift to His Father 
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in order to make expiation in cur 
stead and merit for us to be incor- 
porated in Him by means of the Sac 
raments. Through this incorporation 
we are enabled to partake of His 
merits, the mysteries of His flesh and 
blood, of His passion, death, resur- 
rection and ascension. Where the 
Head is, there also are His members. 
What belongs to the Head, that also 
belongs to the members, as St. Cyril 
of Alexander expresses it: ‘What is 
found in Christ, that is transferred 
over to us.” 


Divine Mystery 


In profound adoration the Catholic 
world sinks down into the dust be- 
fore this astounding Mystery, and 
only in deepest reverence we say at 
the ringing of the Angelus bell: 
“And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt amongst us.” The word of the 
Prophets has been fulfilled, the yearn- 
ing of the Patriarchs has been stilled. 
The Eternal Son of God has become 
man, yes, “was made flesh” as St. 
John expresses it. In the Incarnation 
of God our frail human nature has 
been transfigured to a most sublime 
degree and raised to intimate union 
with Him before whom the Angels 
tremble and adore. 


O depth of Mystery! God humbles 
Himself to such depths in order to 
raise our flesh and blood to such 
heights. This same God Who is so 
jealous of His Majesty, this same 
God Who overlooked so many fail- 
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ings of the people of Israel of old but 
never condoned the adoration of a 
creature, goes so far in His love and 
mercy as to bring it about by His 
Incarnation that man no longer is able 
to adore His Majesty without also 
adoring the dust of the earth in His 
Humanity. Many and great things 
we might have expected from the di- 
vine power, goodness and wisdom to 
bring about our redemption, but never 
could any human mind have dreamed 
of this plan. And because He made 
the impossible possible, all in heaven 
and on earth sink down in holy silence’ 
and profound adoration. 

The mysterious God-man is the 
Head of the new humanity. As He 
is wholly God, so He is also wholly 
Man, with a human soul and a 
human body. To His divine Person 
is joined most intimately His Hu- 
manity, which has given to His in- 
visible Divinity a true body. He who 
is the Highest and infinitely above all 
creatures, in Christ was made visible 
and accessible to all honest seekers af- 
ter Him. Christ Who loves me, Who 
possesses a heart like mine, who feels 
like myself, is at the same time the 
almighty and all-good God. We now 
have among our blood-relations one 
who is our first-born Brother, who is 
God. Who can comprehend this 
honor and dignity which with Him 
came to all humanity? 

In this unity of Divinity and hu- 
manity in one Person is contained the 
dignity of Christ, our Saviour. Al- 
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though made flesh, the Word of God 
remains Lord of heaven and earth, 
the Wisdom, the Power of God, the 
Ruler of the world, the King of 
Kings. He is present everywhere. He 
carries all in His arm. In Him all 
beings have their life. In Him all 
move and are. In personal unity with 
God His humanity is raised infinitely 
above all creatures and yet remains a 
true human being which, like our- 
selves, has its origin in the first Adam. 
It is precisely His elevation above all 
men which makes His union with us 
so intimate and His power and activi- 
ties as man so extended and effectual. 
His is the perfect man in the fullest 
sense of the word, the first-born of 
the entire human race. And it is also 
for this reason that He is the Medi- 
ator between man and God. 


Curist THE IDEAL 

In the God-man creation reaches 
its highest perfection. Christ is the 
Ideal, the loftiest expression of the 
divine creative idea, the grand divine 
Thought, the Idea of the Emmanuel, 
that is, “God with us.”’ In Him the 
most intimate union between Creator 
and creature has been effected, by 
giving a Head to the all in Heaven 
and the all on earth (Eph. 1:10). 
In Him all creatures should dwell 
and through Him glorify the Father. 
Christ once more joins the all to its 
Creator and empowers it to give 
praise and glory to God and thus ful- 
fils the highest purpose of its exist- 
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ence. All the elements of the entire 
material world are represented in His 
flesh and blood, and the world of 
spirits is represented in His soul. In 
His most Sacred Heart all creation 
and the power and holiness of the 
Divinity meet. It is given to Him 
to come forth and in the name of all 
to offer a worship that is worthy of 
God and most pleasing to Him. Yet 
more! It is also given to Him as the 
Head to incorporate to Himself all in 
Heaven and on earth, angels and men, 
and to grant them a share in His own 
glory as the Son of God. 


The Apostle St. Paul extols the 
sublime mission and Person of Jesus 
Christ in these words: 


He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of every creature: For in 
Him were all things created in heaven 
and on earth, visible and_ invisible, 
whether thrones, or dominations, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers; all things were 
created by Him and in Him. And He is 
before all, and by Him all things consist. 
And He is the head of the body, the 
church, who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things 
He may hold the primacy. Because in 
Him it hath well pleased the Father, that 
all fulness should dwell. And through 
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Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, 
making peace through the blood of his 
cross, both as to the things that are on 
earth, and the things that are in heaven. 
(Col. 1:15, 20). 

Eternal peace should reign in 
heaven and on earth in union of life 
and love through Christ. The Per- 
son of Christ is the Mediator, the 
center in whom all creatures find 
their unity, their peace and happiness 
with God. He is the Sun and the 
Delight of all, both of Creator and 
creature. Creator and creature meet 
in His adorable Heart; here they 
meet in their mutual desire and 
yearning for one another and partake 
in its glory and joy without end. The 
Host and His guests, the God-King 
and His creature-brides, celebrate the 
marriage of the Lamb. 

In Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
alone can sin-laden mankind find its 
true rest, peace and joy. The flesh 
of the coming of Christ is a new 
clarion call to all nations and their 
leaders to seek the Head of a new 
humanity and entrust themselves to 
His guidance lest their longing and 
fighting for a true and lasting peace 
be all in vain. 


Rugged Individualists 
What is to be thought of the action of those Catholic employers who 
in one place succeeded in preventing the reading of Our Encyclical 
Quadragesimo Anno in their churches? Or of those Catholic industrialists 
who even to this day have shown themselves hostile to a labor move- 
ment that We Ourselves recommended ?—Pius XI in ATHEIsTIC Com- 


MUNISM. 











The Songs of Christmas 


Axoysius Horn 


Reprinted from CotumsBia* 


HRISTMAS was born with a 

song, for scarce had the Angel 
of the Lord announced the glad tid- 
ings of the birth of the Saviour to 
the shepherds when there appeared 
from heaven a host of Angels “prais- 
ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest and peace on: earth 
among men of good will’.” Gloria 
-«. Gloria... Gloria .- . in excelsis 
Deo! Over the hills and plains of 
Palestine echoed and reechoed the 
song of the Angel choirs. This was 
man’s first and only audition of hea- 
venly harmony. 

Through nineteen and a half cen- 
turies, on each recurring Feast of the 
Nativity, men have attempted in one 
way or another to imitate the celestial 
strains which for moments all too 
brief vibrated in earthly ears that first 
Christmas Night. 

The dominant note of Christmas 
is joy; joy expressed in song. The 
ages of Christianity have produced 
countless Christmas songs, both the 
words and the music; in some in- 
stances the words of early Christmas 
hymns have escaped the ravages of 
time but the notes to which they were 
sung have been lost; in others the 
melodies are still sung but the words 
are unknown: Though every poem 


written in honor of Our Lord’s Na- 
tivity is verily a song, only those 
compositions which have been given a 
musical accompaniment are here con- 
sidered. 

According to the Liber Pontificaiis 
it was St. Telesphorus, Pope and 
Martyr, who prescribed the Angels’ 
Hymn for Christmas Night. Pope 
Telesphorus was martyred in the year 
138. In the Liber Pontificalis we 
read: ‘““Telesphorus prescribed that 
on the Feast of the Birth of Our 
Lord, Mass should be celebrated at 
night and before the sacrifice the 
Angels’ Hymn, that is, the Gloria in 
excelsis Deo should be recited.” This 
included only the words as sung on 
the first Christmas. The composition 
of the complete hymn has been cre- 
dited to St. Athenogenes, a Greek 
hymnologist who suffered martyrdom 
in the year 196, but it is not until 
the end of the fourth century that we 
find it in the form we use it today. 

One of the outstanding memorials 
of the early part of the third century 
is a hymn to the Christ Child com- 
posed by one of the most learned men 
of the primitive church, Clement ot 
Alexandria, who died in the year 220. 
In his hymn we find the words: “Let 
us all sing to this mighty Child! O 
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choir of peace, O ye who have been 
reborn in Christ, O virtuous souls, let 
us together sing hymns of praise to 
the God of peace!” 


First Latin Curistuas Hymn 


St. Hilary of Poitiers is credited 
with having composed the first Latin 
Christmas hymn about the year 360. 
At that time the Church in Gaul still 
celebrated a combination Feast of 
Christmas and Epiphany on January 
6. The hymn is known as the Jesus 
refulsit omnium. The opening lines 
are translated : 

“Jesus, the holy Redeemer of all 

nations, appeared (on this day) ; 

Let the faithful of the whole world 

Celebrate (this His Feast) with 

songs of praise.” 

About the same time St. Ephrem 
wrote his hymns in honor of the 
Christ Child for the Syrian Church. 
We find in his lines not only a 
wealth of meditational phrases but 
also all the descriptions needed for the 
dramatic portrayal of a mystery play. 
In one of his works he sings: 


“The Son being born, Bethlehem 
resounds with loud shouts of joy. 
The ever wakeful Angels come 
down from heaven singing their 
hymn with voices that resound like 
very thunder. Men who were in 
still silence hastened to the Cave, 
aroused by the strange music; then 
they too broke the silence with their 
praises to the new-born Son of 


God.” 


SONGS OF CHRISTMAS 


727 


In this same century St. Ambrose 
of Milan who died in the year 397 
composed the Jesu Redemptor Om- 
nium. This is found in the First 
Vespers of Christmas Day. It is in- 
deed a Birthday song, as a few lines 
of its English rendition will show: 

“O Jesus, Redeemer of all... 
this present day, coming in its 
yearly round, bears witness that 

Thou didst come from the bosom 

of the Father solely for the salva- 

tion of the world. The stars, the 
earth, the heavens, all things under 
the skies, salute with a new hymn 
the author of a new salvation. And 
we also, who ‘have been bathed in 
the blessed wave of Thy Holy 

Blood, render a tribute of song for 

Thy Birthday.” 

Yet another early hymn writer de- 
serves to stand by the Crib. This is 
Prudentius, termed the prince of 
Christian poets. He lived from the 
year 348 to 405. A few excerpts of 
a literal translation of his Christmas 
hymn will give us an idea of the 
beauty and thought of his work: 

“Why is it that the Sun, which 
rises today, leaves his narrow path? 

Is it not because Christ is born in 

this world, Christ Who comes to 

broaden for us the way of Light?” 


% * * 


“How holy is Thy manger-cradle, 
O Eternal King! 

How sacred to mankind for all 
time to come! 

Even the mute beasts (the ox and 
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the ass) give testimony to this.” 
Not long after still another Chris- 
tian poet sang the praises of the 
Divine Child. This was Coelius 
Sedulius. Priests especially will recall 
his hymn. A solis ortus Cardine, 
which is found in Lauds for Christ- 
mas Day. The paradox of Christmas, 
the all powerful Son of God become 
a helpless Babe, is beautifully ex- 
pressed in one of the stanzas of this 
hymn: 

“He allowed Himself to be laid in 
straw; 

He did not dread the Crib; 

And He Who does not let even the 
birds go hungry, is Himself fed 
on a few drops of milk.” 

Many more Christmas hymns were 

written in both Greek and Latin in 
the centuries which followed but we 
must now skip to the ninth century 
to the Blessed Notker Balbulus, the 
greatest musician of his age, who in- 
troduced into the Liturgy of the 
Church what are known as Sequences, 
that is the special type of hymns used 
in Masses on certain Feasts. This 
marks a stepping-stone in the history 
of hymnology. The following is taken 
from the St. Gall Christmas Sequence 
written by Blessed Notker: 

“O Child! Above all blessed! by 
Whom all mankind was _ re- 
deemed. 

The God Who created all things 
is born of a Woman. 

He Whose nature is admirable, 

Clothes Himself by an admirable 
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mystery, assuming what 
He was not and remaining what 
He had ever been. 

A Divine Person puts on human 

nature: Tell me, 

I pray, has anyone ever heard of « 

like happening?” 

As early as the eleventh century a 
dialogue form was introduced into 
the Christmas office. This graduall\ 
developed into what was called a 
Mystery Play. Many of the songs 
together with their melodies that were 
later sung at Christmas time origi- 
nated from the chanted portions of 
these plays. 

Two Christmas sequences should 
here be mentioned. The one is the 
Coelum gaude, terra plaude (Rejoice 
ye Heavens! Be glad O earth!) of 
the Blessed Peter the Venerable, Ab- 
bot of Cluny, who died on Christmas 
Day, 1156, and the other the Splen- 
dor Patris et figura, by Adam of St. 
Victor, who died in 1192. 

The Blessed Jacapone da Todi to 
whom is attributed the Stabat Mater 
Dolorosa and also the Stabat Mater 
Speciosa died at the Poor Clare con- 
vent in Collazzone, Italy, on Christ- 
mas Day, 1306. It is claimed that 
the Christmas songs of Jacapone da 
Todi became the original Christmas 
carols of Italy. The Stabat Mater 
Speciosa follows the general construc- 
tion of the Stabat Mater with which 
we are so familiar. The first stanza 
translated reads: 


“By the Crib wherein reposing 
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With Ilis eyes in slumber closing 

Lay serene her Infant-boy, 

Stood the beauteous mother feeling 

Bliss that could not bear concealing 

So her face o’erflowed with joy.” 

Already at the end of the thirteenth 
century there had been composed by 
the Blessed Henry Suso, a German 
Dominican, a Christmas hymn that 
has become a universal favorite. His 
In dulci jubilo is a carol of sweet sim- 
plicity. Even in its translations part 
of the song remains in the original 
Latin, as a single stanza illustrates: 

“In dulct jubilo 

Sing ye, and gladness show! 

See our bliss reclining 

In praesepio, 
The very sun outshining 
Matris in gremio 

Qui Alpha es et O, 

Qui Alpha es et O!” 

From deep in the Middle Ages 
came the words and music of the 
German Christmas hymn Es ist ein 
Ros entsprungen (A _ Rose came 
forth). This “Rose” was the Blessed 
Virgin Mary who gave birth to the 
Infant Jesus. From this time, too, are 
traced the Wiegen Lieder or Cradle 
Songs which were sung in tempo to 
the rocking of a little cradle in which 
was an image of the Babe of Bethle- 
hem. 

The popular French Christmas 
songs which are known as Noels first 
appeared about the twelfth century, 
but the earliest examples extant are 
from no earlier than the fifteenth 
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century. Rabelais mentions them in 
the following words: “We had an 
old uncle in Angers, Mr. Saint- 
George, called Frapin. It was he who 
composed the words and music of the 
beautiful and joyous noels in the Pic- 
tonian dialect.” This was about the 
year 1480. 

Though the ages of Christianity 
have celebrated Christ’s Birth with 
numberless songs, the Christmas se- 
lections which most effectively turn 
our thoughts to the Crib are of rather 
recent origin. The Christmas song 
of songs is the Adeste Fidelis (Come 
All Ye Faithful). As ancient as this 
hymn must be, yet we find no men- 
tion of it before the eighteenth cen- 
tury. The authors of ancient hymns 
are known; the writers of the words 
and music of this supposedly modern 
monumental gem we do not know. 


19th CenTuRY COMPOSERS 


Nineteenth-century composers must 
be credited with most of the songs 
which now recreate in us the atmos- 
phere of Christmas. The mere men- 
tion of the titles together with their 
authors suffices for these miniature 
masterpieces. What child does not 
know the Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht 
(Silent Night, Holy Night)? The 
words of this Christmas hymn are by 
Father Joseph Mohr and the music 
by Franz Gruber. Father Christoph 
von Schmid wrote the popular [hr 
Kinderlein kommet (Come all ye 
children), while the melody was from 
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the pen of John Abraham Peter 
Schulz. The soul-stirring notes of the 
Cantique de Noel (O holy night the 
stars are brightly shining) were com- 
posed by Adolphe Adam. If there re- 
mains another Christmas number 
which grips the American heart, it is 
the Christmas hymn, “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem,” the words of which 
were written by Phillips Brooks of 
Philadelphia in 1868. Lewis N. Red- 
ner provided the musical setting. 

Nor were these joyous Christmas 
canticles the only gifts of the nine- 
teenth century. In this century Franz 
Liszt composed his Christus, the first 
part of which is entitled “The Ora- 
torio of Christmas.” All in all it is 
an echo of the First Christmas. The 
voices of the Angel choir gradually 
fade away into the highest region of 
the stars! The violins and wood- 
winds simulate the rustic music of 
shepherds’ flutes and pipes so that 
the listener seems transported to a 
new Bethlehem. Then there is the 
Gloria from Gounod’s “Mass of St. 
Cecelia,” a veritable musical Christ- 
mas fairy-tale for grown-up children. 
The principal Christmas contribution 
of Cesar Franck is his “In His Little 
Cradle.” Camille Saint-Saens left us 
his delightful Oratorio de Noel. In 
1854 Hector Berlioz composed his 
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work “The Infancy of Christ.” To 
all these nineteenth century echoes of 
the First Christmas must be added 
the rich arrangements of old noels by 
Alexandre Guilmant. What a re- 
freshing Christmas radio broadcast 
could be made with his Noel Alsa- 
cien, Noel Ecossais, Noel Landuocien, 
Noel Saboly, Noel Brabancon and 
many others! 

Over and above these we have the 
very modern Jesu Bambino, the sweet 
and pious Christmas number by 
Pietro Yon and the beautiful yet quite 
unfamiliar “Christmas Oratorio” by 
Don Lorenzo Perosi. 

But America is international. All 
these songs may not produce the spirit 
of Christmas within you. Maybe you 
are Polish and the Kolendy, “In a 
Manger He is Lying,” takes you back 
to Bethlehem; or again, perhaps you 
are Russian and the Kolyada, “Holy 
Angels Tell Your Story,” brings the 
Crib into your home. Of this we are 
sure: the Christ Child has blessed 
certain song writers and to them has 
been given the sacred task of bringing 
the Christmas Babe into the hearts 
of men on His Birthday. What was 
born with a song is reborn through 
song each and every December 25. 
This is one of the miracles of 
Christmas! 




















Churches and Peace 
ELIGIOUS forces of the United 


States may justly rejoice over 
their contribution toward a better 
world order with lasting peace. 

Protestant, Jewish and Catholic 
leaders joined last spring in issuing a 
statement, “‘Goals for San Francisco,” 
which proposed amendments to the 
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals for a 
world organization. Most of these 
amendments were subsequently incor- 
porated in the charter drawn up by 
the United Nations conference in San 
Francisco. 

The “Goals” were in harmony with 
two statements on international order 
and world peace issued during the past 
year by the Catholic bishops of this 
country. Nine of ten major points in 
these declarations have been wholly or 
partly included in the charter for the 
organization of nations. 

Of course, drawing up a charter 
embodying religious principles does 
not by itself spell world peace. That 
depends on how the charter is lived 
up to by the signatory nations and 
how that defective document is im- 
proved. 

Whether or not that is done, the 
religious forces of our nation have 


the consolation that they did their 
part toward building a peaceful world. 
They lave the satisfaction of know- 
ing th:t they exercise considerable in- 


fluence in this materialistic world. 
Their ideas were accepted in no small 
measure by the governments of the 
United States and many other coun- 
tries. 

If the efforts of these nations and 
of our religious forces for world peace 
are frustrated, the responsibility will 
lie with others, and it will be a 
great responsibility—The MICHIGAN 
Catuo.ic, Detroit, Mich., August 
2, 1945. 


The Child and the Stable 
HRISTMAS is essentially a 


feast of home. All our dearest 
and most treasured memories of it 
are associated with the home and hal- 
lowed by home ties and affections. 
How fitting that is! Was not the 
first Christmas the completion of the 
holiest, most perfect home that earth 
ever knew, by the coming of a Child? 
First, there were Mary and Joseph— 
then Jesus. The family circle was 
complete. Surely there was a deep 
meaning here. Has not Christmas 
ever since been consecrated by the 
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common instinct of humanity to fam- 
ily joys? There is a rift in our hap- 
piness, a void in our hearts unless 
the family circle be complete. So it 
has ever been the custom for the scat- 
tered members of the household to 
assemble around the Christmas 
hearth, even crossing land and sea, 
hastening back to the magic circle to 
join in the old, time-honored celebra- 
tions and feel once more the hallowed 
touch of Christmas. In its hand it 
bears the magic wand, for under its 
spell the years fall from us and we are 
children again, because the Eternal 
Child has come and at His coming 
the world renews its youth... . 


We cannot separate (no matter 
how hard we try) the Christmas 
celebration from the thought of Him 
as a Child. Because of this, the 
child idea in general is exalted and 
made glorious—but, alas, not in these 
days by everyone. Sad to say there 
will be multitudes of children this 
Christmas who will not be told the 
story of Bethlehem or the Christ 
Child. Many will have no one to tell 
them. Many will be neglected be- 
cause of the preoccupation of war- 
working adults. But there isn’t a 
man in the armed forces who would 
want a little child to be cheated of 
its right to know more of the Infant 
Jesus and His Mother. No matter 
what the cost to the aching hearts of 
those who have felt the realities of 
war—the child everywhere should be 
told the story of Bethlehem even if 
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the material celebration must be cur- 
tailed. Not only the parish Church— 
but the home should have its replica 
of the Stable—Tue Preservation 
OF THE Faitu, Silver Spring, Md., 
December, 1944. 


Pattern for Peace 


EN of good will are men who 
love God and for His sake love 
their fellow men. Men of good will 
realize that if you wish to live in 
peace you must treat your neighbors, 
all of them, with justice, charity and 
consideration. Men of good will 
know well that you cannot be unjust, 
you cannot be grasping, you cannot be 
greedy, you cannot be discriminatory 
on class or creed, or racial or any 
other grounds without sowing seeds 
of resentment and hate which are sure 
to produce a crop of war. 


Here is the pattern for peace, more 
simple than any statesman can out- 
line it, more direct than any dictator 
will admit it: “Love God and love 
your fellow man.” Show that love 
by the deeds which prove the protesta- 
tions and you create conditions where- 
in wars simply cannot arise. For 
peace is not the cessation of hostilities, 
not the laying down of arms or dis- 
banding of armies. Peace is not the 
establishment of truces or the fixing 
of reparations. Peace is the love of 


God at work in the world; strong, 


vibrant, active and real, making all 
men one, all men brothers under the 
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great Father of all mankind—TuHe 
CATHOLIC MgssENGER, Davenport, 
la., December 21, 1944. 


F.B.I. Report on Delinquents 
N ALARMING increase in the 


rate of juvenile delinquency has 
been revealed in crime reports just 
released by the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. These reports were com- 
piled from the records of hundreds of 
city and county police jurisdictions 
throughout the country and also from 
civilians who reported. 

*Teen age youngsters are commit- 
ting at present a higher ratio of all 
crimes than in any other previous year 
of which we have record. 

For the nation as a whole percent- 
age increase in violent crimes for 
which male youths were arrested in 
the past year are: Criminal homicide 
—up 29.3; Rape—up 9.6; Robbery— 
up 28.2; Assault—up 30.5. 

Offenses in the fields of lesser crimes 
also show a disconcerting increase. 
Seventeen-year-old males are, accord- 
ing to the report, the most dangerous 
of all criminal groups. 

In the report girls under twenty- 
one, in some classifications, notably 
drunkenness and prostitution, have a 
marked increase over a year ago, but 
they are down in other classifications 
so as to bring an overall decline of 5.4 
per cent from last year’s figures. 

The F.B.I. report is startling when 
attention is focused on the fact that 
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three million youths who are in the 
armed forces are not included in it. 
Juvenile delinquency, one would ex- 
pect, should be at its very lowest ebb, 
since we have the smallest civilian 
youth population in many years. The 
fact that it is not, but is, on the con- 
trary, on the increase, is an indication 
that all is not well with the youth of 
our country. 

Criminologists who have always 
been quick to point out that poverty 
and adversity are the breeders of ju- 
venile delinquents are at a loss to 
explain how the present situation that 
confronts them has come about, for at 
no time in our history has our nation 
had the economic prosperity it has had 
in the past few years. During these 
years any boy or girl could have had 
at least a part-time job for the asking. 

There is no sense in trying to grope 
in the dark when the switch for a light 
is at hand. Homes broken up because 
of war dislocations and divorces, and 
war work on the part of mothers of 
’teen agers have caused the sore spot 
from which the present cancerous con- 
dition has developed, although author- 
ities are somewhat reluctant to admit 
it—The CaTHOLIc Licut, Scranton, 
Pa., Sept. 21, 1945. 


Who Follow the Star 


OD so loved us that, when He 
might have saved the world by 

a wish or a word, He chose to bor- 
row a human form, become a brother 
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to men, and work out that salvation 
Himself by toil and pain. He would 
win their love as man that men 
might feel at home with Him when 
tie would reveal Himself to be God. 


And so it is that down the years 
echoes the angels’ joyous greeting to 
the simple shepherds and through the 
misty centuries the Star still shines. 
Man too often may be careless about 
the leve of God, Whom he needs so 
much, Yet he cannot repel the appeal 
of a Baby’s hands, nor ignore the love 
that shines from an Infant’s eyes. 
At Christmas he is born again. Like 
the repentant Scrooge, he honors 
Christmas in his heart. Like Scrooge’s 
nephew, Christmas is for him a kind, 
forgiving, charitable time; the only 
time, perhaps, in the calendar of the 
vear when he opens up his shut heart 
freely, and thinks of others as if thev 
were really fellow passengers to Eter- 
nity, and not another race of crea- 
tures bound on other journeys. 


Christmas comes but once a year. 
f only it would always be Christmas 
in the heart! If only the inspiration 
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of Christmas would survive the pass- 
ing of the Great Day when a Babe 
in a Manger draws all men to Him. 
self and to one another! If only, 
when the clock strikes twelve and the 
day after Christmas breaks, the heart 
did not creep back into its shell! If 
only on every day of the year we had 
the good will that brings the peace 
that surpasses all understanding! 

Because there is so little room for 
God in His world, there is no peace. 
Class wars against class, nation against 
nation, so that hearts break, eyes are 
clouded with tears, and the roads of 
the world lead to destruction and 
death. Because there is so little room 
for God in His world, proud cities 
are in ruins and the greatest monu- 
ments to man’s creative genius are 
lost to civilization forever. What a 
mockery of the first Christmas! On 
what a spectacle does the Prince 0 
Peace look down! But yet there is 
room for Mary’s Babe, for there are 
those who remain faithful in a faith- 
less world—Tue Canapian REcts- 
TER, Kingston, Ont., Canada, Decem- 
ber 23, 1944. 


Oldest U. S. Parish 


The Parish of St. Augustine is by far the oldest parish in the land. 
The Church of St. Augustine was fully organized in 1565, more than 
half a century before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth. It has the unique 
privilege of having a full set of records of baptisms, marriages, etc., from 


the year 1594. 
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Rebels at San Francisco 


Rospert A. GraHamM, S.J. 


Reprinted from Tue Queen’s Worx* 


OME people talk as though the 

San Francisco Conference to 
draw up plans for a world peace or- 
ganization was a cut-and-dried affair 
with the Big Three herding the small 
nations willy-nilly into the pattern 
determined by Stettinius, Eden, and 
Molotov in their nightly meetings in 
the penthouse atop the Fairmont Ho- 
tel. Don’t you believe it! 

The surprising belligerency and in- 
dependence of the small nations dur- 
ing the sixty-day United Nations 
meeting was the best possible sign that 
the Big Three and their battalions 
will not be the whole story when the 
Organization gets under way. Most 
definitely, the small and middle pow- 
ers don’t intend to be just window 
dressing. And that’s a good thing, be- 
cause almost invariably the spokes- 
men for the little fellows took their 
stand on principles and ideals that 
Catholics have worked for. We can 
say, literally this time: “More pow- 
er to them!” More important we 
shouldn’t just stay on the side lines 
and cheer. 

It isn’t yenerally realized that the 
crises that arose during the Confer- 
ence in San Francisco were, at bot- 
tom, disputes that came to a head 
with the little nations arching their 

3742 W. Pine Blvd., St. 


backs and coming out with claws 
reaching. The little fellows shewed 
to the world and to themselves that, 
given leadership and a good cause, 
the United Nations can become a cita- 
del where the rights of those who 
have only right in their favor will be 
adequately protected against those 
who have only might in their favor. 

For instance, they bared their teeth 
and drove back Commissar Molotov 
when he tried to break up the solid- 
arity of the South American republics 
by demanding that Argentina be ex- 
cluded from the Conference. The 
Soviet delegate retreated inconti- 
nently, carrying with him his wound- 
ed reputation and an adverse vote of 
31 to 4+. Previously, Mexico’s Foreign 
Minister, Ezequiel Padilla, had sur- . 
prised many by expostulating against 
Molotov’s demand for rotating chair- 
manships, even at the expense of 
sarcastic retorts by the Commissar. 

When the history of the Confer- 
ence is written and the role of each 
delegation is analyzed, some person- 
alities will stand out for courage and 
intelligent leadership displayed on 
behalf of principles that count a lot 
with Catholics. Easily in the front 
rank was Herbert Vere Evatt, dele- 
gate of Australia and her Minister 

Louis 8, Mo., October, 1945 
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of External Affairs who will long be 
remembered as the figure-head of the 
grand assault upon the veto preroga- 
tives of the Big Powers in the Secur- 
ity Council. Australia’s role in the de- 
hate is of special interest because 
Evatt’s associate at San Francisco is 
a sterling Catholic, Francis M. Forde, 
Deputy Prime Minister. 


An Ovutstanpinc PERSONALITY 


In private life, Herbert Vere Evatt 
(that middle name rhymes with fair) 
was an arbitration lawyer. When the 
permanent members of the Security 
Council wanted to have their veto 
even in the peaceful process of concilia- 
tion, the ex-lawyer was on his home 
field. To say that he spread havoc 
would be a nice figure to use, but his 
opponents were wishing he would 
keep quiet. One delegate remarked 
that there were no answers to his 
logic; Evatt lost because logic is not 
always decisive in politics. His short 
but ample figure topped by a big head, 
heavily matted with crisp iron-gray 
hair will be remembered almost as 
well as the telling blows he delivered 
in his effort to break up the Big Three 
hegemony in the Security Council. 

To Mr. Evatt, the Big Three had 
already had too much of the intoxi- 
cating wine of power. He thought it 
grotesque for them to demand the 
right of veto extending even to the 
mere sending of a committee of inves- 
tigation. And he said so. No nation 
should have the right to stop such an 
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investigation. “It’s no privilege,” he 
said. “It’s their bounden duty to offer 
conciliation.” When the Soviet dele- 
gate, Gromyko, sought to extend the 
veto even to discussion within the 
eleven-member Council itself, the 
howl set up could be heard all the way 
to Moscow, which promptly backed 
down. 

The substance of the veto remains. 
Men ask whether Evatt gained any- 
thing by his opposition to the joint 
pressure of the United States, Great 
Britain, and Russia. He did this much. 
He put the Big Powers very much on 
their good behavior, and built up a 
body of understanding that will still 
be operative in years to come. And, as 
for Mr. Evatt, he gained for himself 
and Australia certain nomination to 
the Security Council. His presence 
there will make some people uncom- 
fortable. 

In the last days of the Conference 
I stopped to congratulate Peter Fra- 
ser, Prime Minister of New Zealand, 
closely associated with Evatt. “Well, 
indeed,” he said, “we lost. But it 
didn’t do any harm.” Which was a 
British way of saying what we Ameri- 
cans would express this way: “We 
sure put the heat on the Big Three 
and they'll be a long time forgetting 
it, even if we let them. And don’t 
forget—we’ll keep snapping at their 
heels from here on in.” 

In any chronicle of David and Go- 
liaths at San Francisco, top place 
should go also to little Jesus Maria 
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Yepes, a mild-looking, mild-speaking 
Colombian, author of several legal 
works on the League of Nations. 
Senor Yepes wanted to put moral 
fiber into the Charter by asking the 
nations to pledge they would execute 
all their agreements “in good faith.” 
As an international lawyer and a 
Catholic, he knew that the moral col- 
lapse of international good faith was 
at the root of world anarchy. But 
twice his amendment was brushed off 
in committee as “unnecesary.”’ Un- 
daunted by his rebuffs—which came 
from the big nations—he returned to 
the attack in full public session and 
singlehanded challenged them to come 
out and defend in public what they 
had said in private. His success is re- 
corded in the second article of the 
Charter which now reads: “All mem- 
bers shall fulfill in good faith the ob- 
ligations assumed by them in accord- 
ance with the present Charter.” 

A few days after his triumph Yepes 
chuckled as he reported to me that 
this amendment of his was in effect 
an attack on the legal positivists who 
say they are obligated only to what is 
written in black and white. ‘““Now,” 
he said, with an impish smile, “they 
are held to good faith even by their 
own principles!” 

Victor Andres Belaunde, Dean of 
the Faculty of Law at the Catholic 
University of Peru, is like his Colom- 
bian friend in spirit and Catholicity, 
but his bluff, robust disposition was 
all over the Opera House and Veter- 
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ans’ Building, where he spoke out in 
no uncertain terms on the equal rights 
of all nations, large and small. The 
Atlantic Charter was all right, and so 
was the Moscow Declaration, but he 
wasn’t satisfied with the weasel words 
“sovereign equality” which the Char- 
ter now has. Did it or didn’t it mean 
that the personality of the state is re- 
spected? Did it or didn’t it mean 
that the territorial integrity and po- 
litical independence of each state, 
large or small, is respected ? 


Delegates squirmed as Belaunde 
made his veiled reference to the big 
nations’ habit of intervening in the 
political affairs of other countries. At 
last they consented to accept his in- 
terpretation of “sovereign equality,” 
but without altering the phraseology. 
If Lima’s Belaunde wasn’t entirely 
satisfied, neither were the Big Three 
who regarded this as a booby trap for 
themselves in days to come. 

Vigorous spokesman for “1,000,- 
000,000 unvocal Asiatics,” diminu- 
tive Brigadier General Carlos P. Ro- 
mulo was undaunted in his all-out at- 
tack on the colonial Empires. Romulo 
was not speaking for the Filipinos. 
They had their independence. He 
spoke for the other Asiatics, still de- 
pendent peoples. He didn’t want just 
“self-government” for them. He 
wanted independence. “One may ar- 
gue that they are synonymous terms. 
What does a dictionary mean to the 
man in Indonesia and Malay? He 
doesn’t want rule. He wants inde- 
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pendence—the promise of freedom 
America gave to the Filipinos. Let 
that word stand!” 

They seethed, the British, the 
French, the Dutch, the Belgians, colo- 
nial powers all. Said one delegate: 
“Where does he get that one billion 
figure?” Lord Cranborne, Secretary 
of State for Dominion Affairs, came 
down on the one-man protagonist for 
the unvocal billion with tactful but 
barbed words, “I honor General Ro- 
mulo’s sincerity and the eloquence 
with which he pleaded the cause of 
independence, but really, the situation 
is not quite so simple as it appears.” 

Did Romulo get what he wanted, 
or was he completely snowed under in 
the cut-and-dried process that was 
supposed to have operated at San 
Francisco? He registered one hit and 
one near miss, out of two shots. Inde- 
pendence and not merely self-govern- 
ment is now, by the Charter, one of 
the expressed objectives of the trustee- 
ship system. And in the other colo- 
nial lands, not under the trusteeship 
system, the Powers undertake ‘“‘to 
take due account of the political as- 
pirations of the peoples.” Was inde- 
pendence tucked away in that phrase? 
Romulo thought so—“The Atlantic 
Charter is for the Pacific as well. In- 
dependence is here in the deed, if not 
in the word.” 

It would be unfair to imply that 
our country was the villain in the 
piece. Far from it. Though one of the 
Big Three who put the accent on pow- 
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er, the United States was conspicu- 
ously the leader at San Francisco. To 
have been the leader in such a venture 
and in such a cause is the greatest 
tribute history can pay to a nation. 


THe AMERICAN DELEGATION 


But to some personal achievements 
in the American delegation. One man 
whose stock went up each day was 
Harold E. Stassen, former Governor 
of Minnesota, who made a deep im- 
pression on the visiting diplomats. But 
for Catholics what Arthur Vanden- 
burg put acress has special interest. 
Like the Holy Father, the Senator 
from Michigan wants to leave the 
door open to future change. Treaties 
hastily drawn up in the hates of war 
may become harmful or unjust in the 
course of years. They should not be 
frozen. Thanks to Senator Vanden- 
berg, the General Assembly is now 
authorized to recommend changes in 
situations “‘of whatever origin” likely 
to cause international friction. 

Does this include “revision of 
treaties,’ one of the Pope’s peace 
points? Vandenberg says it does. 
Others say it doesn’t. Like the veto, 
the equal rights of all nations, and 
independence, revision of treaties is 
material for future battles. Great per- 
sonalities have set the stage for the 
great debates of the coming decades. 

The coming decades. Doesn’t that 
offer a challenge to the youth of to- 
day who will be the men and women 
of tomorow? Young Catholics can 
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well ponder the meaning of the words 
Senor Yepes spoke to me: “We 
Catholics ought to take this Charter 
as our Own.” 

There is so much in the United 
Nations Charter, what it aims to do, 
and the principles it possesses, to at- 
tract the abiding interest of Catholic 
young people who believe with all 
their heart that they have something 
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deliberations on social and economic 
collaboration as a representative of 
his government, didn’t believe this 
was just a political thing. Neither did 
Parekunnel J. Thomas, economic ad- 
viser of the India delegation, whose 
family has been Christian for nine- 
teen hundred years and who is head 
of Catholic Action in Madras. 


There are moral issues at stake. 





to contribute to the world. It would 
be a great mistake to look upon this 
new effort to bring peace into the 
world as just a political thing. Fath- 
er Didymus Beaufort, the Dutch 
Franciscan priest who sat in on the 


Here’s one more golden opportunity 
that the times have opened up for 
intelligent and zealous Catholic youth 
of America, Will they tip the balance 
in the unfinished battles of San Fran- 
cisco? 


1% 


Freedom in Christ 


No, men will never be free until they accept Christ. Men 
will never have peace until they understand the Prince of 
Peace. Men will never find the true spirit of Christmas in 
the street or the shop or even under the Christmas tree. Men 
will only enjoy Christmas when they allow the Redeemer to 
rule their hearts. If we want to save the world as well as 
the Feast of Our Lord’s Birth, then the greeting of “Merry 
Christmas” must be more than a salutation of urbanity. It must 
become a summons to battle! The true spirit of Christmas is 
really a spirit of revolution. “Merry Christmas” is a battle- 
cry to the members of Christ’s Church to come forth and fight 
for the truth, and the charity and the peace of Christ. And 
this struggle will not be won easily. It may cost us blood!— 
Rev. Patrick J. Flynn in THE CatHotic Courtigr, Rochester, 
N. Y., December 21, 1944. 








Catholics and the “Right” 


Reprinted from Tue Lasor LEapER® 





HE entire modern social and economic question has been skilfully 

and consciously publicized as a choice between two extremes— 
the Right and the Left. Let the whole problem be represented by a 
straight line. Immediately most “planners” and “thinkers” will rush, 
under various banners, toward either extreme. On the Left will be Col- 
lectivists, Communists (Marxists), Socialists (almost every form), 
Social Democrats, State-ists, Fascists, Popular Fronters, Nazis, Totali- 
tarians of the Left; on the Right, Individualists, Economic Liberals, 
Monopoly Capitalists, Competitive Capitalists, Manchester School, 
Laissez-Faire-ists, Free Enterprisers, “Free Traders,” Totalitarians of 
the Right. 

In reality the problem is not so simple. On the Left, the Communists 
or Marxists are the extremists. All the others approach the Right or 
(even more accurately) the Center. All are not extreme Collectivists. 
On the Right also, there are differences, with many placed nearer the 
Center. In fact, the touchstone to accuracy in such a diagram is the 
Center. And the Church with her teachings is exactly in the Center. 

That the Church is in the center is easily and fully proved by the great 
social Encyclicals. Pius XI said in 1931 that when Leo XIII spoke in 
1891 on the social question he “sought help from neither Socialism nor 
Individualism” (Quadragesimo Anno, p. 3). The stand of the Church 
is, therefore, on neither the Left nor the Right. And yet we repeat that 
most Catholics are “off the beam.” Why? 

Here enters a certain “relativity.” To small minds on the Left the 
Church appears Right. To small minds on the Right, the Church appears 
Left. In both cases the fault is in themselves and their positions. 

The Catholic nobility in Europe and comfortable Catholics here, 
Catholic monarchists on the continent and Catholic politicians here, 
Catholic business men everywhere and a sadly surprising number of 
Catholic college graduates and teachers—all have taken their social doc- 
trines from their own past economic background or from their own 
present economic position. In a word, they are victims, conscious or 
unconscious, happy or uneasy, of their environment. For the most part, 
they have imbibed or adopted a wrong philosophy, usually Rightist or 
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Individualist, long before Catholic social teaching had a chance to affect 
them. Hence, by training or accident of birth, they found themselves 
on the Right and thought they were right! And everything to their left, 
even the Church, looked Left. Ordinarily, though some are obviously 
uneasy in conscience, it will take a long time to convert them. Error 
has had such a “head start.” Nevertheless, they must be told again and 
again—and, yes, again, that the Right is wrong, that Catholics may not 
stand there. Leo XIII rejected Individualism! His succeasars have all 
emphatically seconded the motion. 


Communism 


The safest job in America today is the organization of anti- 
Communism. Like a rattlesnake every one is against Commu 
nism. Neither has tuberculosis friends. Fighting tuberculosis on 
paper or in a test tube is sociological, scientific and respectable; 
fighting against slums, unsanitary labor conditions, low wages 
and long lay offs is often mistaken for Socialism and always is 
assured of the violent opposition of the nicest people. 

Communism in books is as potent as a diagram. But a Com- 
munist in overalls is not eliminated by a syllogism. Communism, 
like all living things, is destroyed at the roots. Communism is 
rooted in despair, in the frustration of idleness, in the dry rot 
of uncreative labor, in degraded living. Each of them is the 
criminal, but each of these represents powerful interests that can 
waylay the ambitious hopes of the best of holy men. Anti- 
Communism for many of us has become a smoke screen, the 
way of escape, the way out—sometimes the way up.—Don 


Capellano in The LAsor Leaner, Sept. 15, 1945. 











Truth and Our Public Relations 


HELEN WALKER HOMAN 


HE good ship, ‘‘NCCS,”’ 

launched on April 21, 1941, 
went down the ways of USO not with 
the christening upon her prow of a 
bottle of champagne, but rather of a 
bottle of Holy Water. If at times our 
agency relationships have been _be- 
clouded—if our public relations, inner 
agency, inter-agency and outer world, 
have been weak and ineffective, it is 
because we have forgotten to look 
back upon that christening—that 
basic force which built the ship and 
has kept it proudly sailing before the 
wind—the basic force of the Catholic 
religion. 

For the best relationships with our 
fellowmen and fellow-workers stem 
from Christian principles—and the 
claim of the Catholic Church is that it 
is one of the few remaining bulwarks 
of Christianity in a madman’s brutal 
world. This claim imposes a high 
responsibility upon each one of us, 
individually, as Catholics. Good re- 
lationships, good public relations, are 
basically good morals and good man- 
ners. 

A gentleman possesses both. Jesus 
Christ was the first, the greatest gen- 
tleman. His Holy Mother, our Lady, 
the first and greatest “lady.” 

All the Ten Commandments— 
every one of the Eight Beatitudes— 
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each of the Seven Deadly Sins, enter 
into the relationships which make or 
mar, our private and our “public” 
lives. 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor”; “Thou shalt 
not covet”; “Thou shalt not steal”; 
disregard of these three Command- 
ments alone, results in positive crea- 
tion of bad. public relations, com- 
munal and individual. 

“Blessed are the meek,” not imply- 
ing a spineless quality of relinquishing 
principles and rights without protest, 
but rather a Christian faculty of truly 
rejoicing in the preferment of others, 
rather than of ourselves, with a whole- 
some recognition of personal short- 
comings and a concomitant tolerance 
for those of others, plays a strong role 
in good public relations. It curbs the 
sharp word, the bitter pen, the careless 
tongue, which are the most vicious 
wellsprings of bad public relations. 
“Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth, and a door round about my 
lips; that my heart incline not to evil 
words.” It is not only bad morals, 
but bad manners to spread scandal. 
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“Blessed are the pure in heart.” One 
has only to observe, in any commu- 
nity, in any organization, the most 
beloved individual—that one who 
wields the greatest influence upon the 
actions and thoughts of others—to 
realize that his or her attractiveness 
stems usually from a serene purity of 
heart. 

Any one of the seven deadly sins— 
pride, covetousness, lust, anger, glut- 
tony, envy and sloth—can do more 
damage to public relations than 100 
scandal-mongering columnists! A gen- 
tleman is not necessarily a graduate of 
Groton and Harvard. A janitor who 
is a true Christian is often a more 
polished gentleman; a char-woman 
frequently a great lady. 

The greatest public relations men 
of all time, were the Twelve Apos- 
tles. For public relations basically is 
the influencing by a small group of the 
thought and opinion of the masses. A 
writer has called the Apostles ‘““Twelve 
Against the World.” They pitted their 
divine inspiration and their intel- 
lectual strength against the world, 
and won. 

The contest took their lives, but the 
seed sown by twelve men changed the 
face of the world, the course of his- 
tory and the destiny of mankind. Had 
the world lived true to the ideals they 
imposed, there would’ have been no 
wars, no class conflicts. The present 
terrible war is the result of very bad 
public relations between nations. 

The Apostles were Christians, and 
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gentlemen. The seed they had sown 
was twofold—educational and inspi- 
rational. 

Truth, or education, is a basic es- 
sential of good public relations. Bad 
public relations for a good cause may 
result where there has been misunder- 
standing and ignorance—also where 
there has been deception. We cannot 
like, what we do not know. Ignorance 
breeds fear—and fear is often at the 
root of bad public relations. 


Truru Is Courace 

NCCS directors, sent into sections 
of the country where there has been 
ignorance and fear of Catholicism, 
have faced a public relations job of 
the first magnitude. By and large they 
have done it magnificently by their 
performance as our club directors, by 
their example as persons. Some of 
them have done a great service for our 
Church, first by breaking down an- 
cient prejudices against it, and next 
by building up admiration for it. 
These have based their good public 
relations job primarily upon truth. 
Truth is courage. They have had the 
courage not to conceal basic Catholic 
practices within their clubs—the essen- 
tiality of the Sacraments, reverence 
for the priesthood, and a hundred 
other principles upon which our Faith 
is built. They have not forced these 
truths upon a reluctant community. 
But they have, with tact and courage, 
exemplified them. 

Truth is the friend of good public 
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relations, and fear is the foe. NCCS 
supervisors have had to create good 
public relations for themselves and 
their organization, with communities, 
with the other USO agencies, with 
the clergy, and with the professional 
staff working under their supervision. 
If they have had trouble in doing so, 
their approach should be examined. 
Has it been an approach based upon 
truth, upon Christian morals and 
upon good manners? Or has it been 
based upon half-truths, or fear—either 
fear on their part, of those with whom 
they have dealt—or fear on the part 
of these? Either represents their own 
failure in public relations. The start 
of the approach is most important. 
One false step at the beginning of the 
relationship may require a thousand 
true steps to correct it—and even 
these may never succeed. The art of 
public relations lies very simply in 
making others “like” you. And the 
secret to this is also extremely simple: 
you must first make yourself “like” 
them! Public Relations is a state of 
heart. We receive in life, in the same 
measure in which we give—of under- 
standing, of helpfulness, of sympathy 
and of friendship. Good public rela- 
tions people are, of course, natural 
psychologists. Above all, they must be 
interested in people. Introverts, re- 
cluses, ultra-conservatives are poor 
public relations people. 

Public relations and publicity are 
interdependent. One creates the other. 
But publicity is more dependent upon 
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public relations than public relations 
is upon publicity. For instance, it is 
difficult to place a story about a club 
activity in a town newspaper, where 
bad public relations exist between the 
club and the community. The hostile 
attitude of an editor must be broken 
down—and if broken down, and the 
story published, it may be wasted upon 
a public already made sceptical by 
some unfortunate error of a director 
who had no gift for public relations. 

But publicity, though not the pri- 
mary essential, is nevertheless indis- 
pensable to the best public relations. 
For the truth and education inherent 
in public relations are best made mani- 
fest by good publicity—by the printed 
word or visual picture. Think of the 
Bible! The brilliant public relations 
job done by the Twelve Apostles 
might have perished and been for- 
gotten, had it not been perpetuated in 
the written Word—the New Testa- 
ment—the greatest piece of publicity 
ever penned. Truth is there—educa- 
tion, and inspiration. 

The best public relations people are 
those who are as sensitive to changes 
in opinion, to new trends in thinking, 
as the magnetic needle is to the North 
Star. They keep abreast of—even 
ahead of—the thinking of the masses; 
and trim their actions and words ac- 
cordingly. If engaged in publicity, for 
instance, they recognized in advance 
the portents pointing to the shift of 
interest on the part of the public from 
mere printed words, appealing solely 
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to the mind, to publicity appealing to 
the eye and to the ear. They knew 
that pictures and radio would soon 
outstrip the editorial. They saw that 
these would be a quicker approach 
than the printed word. 


Tue NCCS 


One excellent means of bringing 
the attention of the public to the 
work done by NCCS is the use of 
statistics. These form material for 
splendid publicity, but in assembling 
them the publicity-minded director 
will endow them with color and 
drama. Mere figures are dull unless 
pointed up by other material showing 
very extensive or very unusual serv- 
ices. Figures in terms of unit relative 
values are more interesting than large 
numbers exclusively. For instance, it 
is better to write: “The snack-bar 
served 100,238 cups of coffee or 
enough for everyone in the city of 
Duluth,” rather than to write: “100- 
238 cups of coffee were served at the 
snack-bar.” 

For a proper evaluation of pub- 
licity, it is obvious that club directors 
must first be thoroughly familiar with 
all publicity policies of USO, and of 
their own “parent agencies” in USO. 
A balance must be struck in their 
minds, of the due importance of both 
—the relative emphasis due both in 
all publicity. USO is the center, the 
hub, from which extend the six spokes 
of the wheel: Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., 
Salvation Army, Travelers Aid, Jew- 
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ish Welfare Board, and National 
Catholic Community Service. The 
spokes were built first. The hub was 
created to hold them all together in a 
united effort to “make the wheel go 
round.” 

The spokes carry along with them 
the support of their various constituen- 
cies—a support which is essential to 
the USO general program. We must 
not forget it, nor ignore it. Repetition 
of agency identification in publicity is 
important, because of the need of this 
support. At the same time, agency 
identification should never be carried 
to such an extent that it either oblit- 
erates or over-shadows the hub, USO. 
It is not a difficult balance to strike. 

The simple publicity themes are fre- 
quently the most successful. The best 
themes are not the complicated, the 
unusual ones. The great needs which 
USO must fill, in the lives of service 
men and women, and war-production 
workers—and which must be repeated 
over and over again in publicity—are 
the fundamental spiritual, and simple 
material needs. The material needs 
are basic, and ever present: Food, 
shelter, and protection of children. 
Food, the snack-bar and its corollaries ; 
a roof over one’s head, “room-regis- 
try”; and that day-nursery or USO 
kindergarten. 

It is our task now to keep NCCS 
properly before the minds of the pub- 
lic and to build for it, for the future, 
such a reputation as will linger 
through the generations, of a job well 
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done in our country’s hour of greatest 
peril. All we need do is bear in mind 
two utterly simple and yet most vividly 
remembered and appreciated of all 
the many services rendered to the 
armed forces by the social agencies 
during the last war—services remem- 
bered vividly throughout 28 years. As 
rendered by the Knights of Columbus, 
free cigarettes to the men at the front 
—and as rendered by the Salvation 
Army, the cup of hot coffee and the 
doughnut. They hit the right spot, at 
the right moment. They answered 
simple needs. Other services, valuable 
as they seemed at the time, lie buried 
and forgotten with the dead in Flan- 
ders Field. 

A cheerful, unworried attitude is 
essential in the maintenance of good 
public relations. 

The philosopher who, viewing a 
long life in retrospect, found that the 
things which had worried him most 
had never happened, must also have 
regretted the colossal waste of time 
involved in the worrying -process. 

Actually, the only guarantee of any 
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professional future, be it in war- 
activity, or in something of more in- 
trinsic permanence, is the work one is 
doing in the present. The quality put 
into today’s job carves out a path for 
tomorrow’s. The certain today, if we 
make it productive enough, will ab- 
sorb the uncertain tomorrow and its 
many anxieties. 

In our public relations, then, let us 
give shelter to the shining present 
rather than to the shadowy future 
with its manifold worries which may 
never materialize. Let us also be grate- 
ful for the privilege of having served 
in a great work directly connected 
with the welfare of our armed forces 
during our country’s greatest war. 

For if we can influence our future 
at all, it is only by the measure of our 
performance in the present. Let us 
confine forever to the futile feathers 
of our individual “worry birds,” 
anxiety about all future things. For 
actually all future things are the busi- 
ness only of God—Who has given us 
the key to all good public relations in 
the Revealed Word—the Truth. 


Marriage Annulments 


During 1944 the Sacred Roman Rota received sixty-four petitions 
for annulment of marriages. Exactly one-half of these were denied. 
This is the lowest number of marriage annulment cases considered 


hy the Rota since 1939 when forty-two out of fifty-six pleas were denied. 
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The Influence of Belloc 


Rozsert HAMILTON 


Reprinted from Tue IrisH Ecciesiastical Recorp® 


ELLOC has always enjoyed a 

very high reputation as a man of 
letters in this country, but until very 
recently his reputation and influence 
as a thinker have been underrated. 
The reason is obvious. Although he 
has spoken to us in accents of the 
highest literary art, his has been a 
lone voice in the modern wilderness of 
unbelief, abstraction and mechaniza- 
tion. But of recent years a slow and 
almost imperceptible change has begun 
to take place in the views of many of 
our prominent writers and ideologists. 
As we saw in considering The Servile 
State, the emergence of materialism 
from theory into practise has impressed 
its real nature upon us. Men of good 
will who were prepared to argue for 
a secular society have been forced, by 
the horrors of materialism in act, to 
reconsider their position. The result is 
that today the fundamental things that 
Belloc has stood for for so long— 
religion, humanism, distributism—are 
being reasserted by many who hitherto 
dismissed him as a crank. The turn of 
the tide is so subtle a movement as to 
be almost imperceptible; and we are 
now at that moment in history when 
the totalitarian recession seems to be 
inexorable. There are signs that the 
tide is turning and the spirit of man 


is moving once more towards the 
shores of the Faith. 

Among those contemporary English- 
men whose change of outlook gives us 
hope in the rising tide of a new Chris- 
tian humanism, are such men as T. S. 
Eliot, Middleton Murry, Aldous 
Huxley, Gerald Heard, and C. E. M. 
Joad. All are men of intensely dif- 
ferent personalities and modes of ex- 
pression, and all were at one time 
either sunk in disillusioned skepticism 
or loud in their support of the in- 
human society against which Belloc 
has so strenuously fought. 

One of the first to see the new hori- 
zons was T. S. Eliot, whose Waste 
Land was a protest against the soul- 
less desert of skepticism and despair 
that has so largely paved the way for 
totalitarianism. Eliot has found inte- 
gration in Anglo-Catholicism and his 
later works have an affirmative note. 
Middleton Murry has moved from 
atheistic Communism to an undenomi- 
national Christianity that is yet deeply 
devotional, and for Communism has 
substituted a way of life based upon 
the family, the community, the land 
and creative work. Chesterton, in one 
of his vivid flashes of prophetic intui- 
tion, wrote of Murry that on finding 
God a very difficult problem, he “‘il- 
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logically said Adteu, but God said au 
revoir.” Aldous Huxley has moved 
from the lower psychology of moods 
to the higher psychology of mysticism. 
Although he is still far from the Cath- 
olic humanism of Belloc, his deep 
theocentrism is a portent for our time, 
as is also his belief in the small com- 
munity as a political and sociological 
norm. Gerald Heard has followed 
a very similar path, but from the 
starting-point of materialistic science 
rather than psychology. C. E. M. 
Joad, from the standpoint of philos- 
ophy, has moved towards a deeper 
understanding of the Christian view, 
and his socialistic outlook has under- 
gone some significant changes in the 
direction of distributism. D. H. Law- 
rence, the prophet of irrationality, the 
apostle of the dark night of the body, 
saw dimly the light of Christianity 
and community before his death. 


Curistian Humanism 

All these contemporaries of Belloc 
have moved towards his réligious and 
distributist position; but lacking the 
humanist center of the Faith they 
have, with the exception of Eliot, 
tended to an unorthodox position in 
religion. The Faith, as Belloc himself 
has pointed out, is a mean, and heresy 
is always a form of extremism. Murry 
over-personalizes religion and thus 
loses sight of its objective structure 
which alone can preserve personality. 
Huxley and Heard have adopted a 
position of extreme, all-or-nothing 
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mysticism which tends to an Oriental 
depersonalization. Joad, of a more 
worldly mentality than the others, has 
tried to keep one foot in the secular 
camp of his youth while tentatively 
putting the toe of the other into the 
stream of eternal life. But the signifi- 
cant fact remains that all these men 
have come to something very like Bel- 
loc’s humanist and religious-distribut- 
ist position; and I think that the chief 
cause has been the totalitarian attack 
upon man. The new humanism which 
is alone the answer to totalitarianism 
is Christian humanism. 

All these contemporaries of Belloc 
have tended broadly towards his re- 
ligious and distributist position; but 
the older men, such as W. H. Hudson, 
Galsworthy and Bernard Shaw, men 
of another generation, followed their 
own ways. Hudson’s great vision of 
nature lacked the vitalizing force of 
religious faith; though in his social 
outlook he was akin to Belloc. Gals- 
worthy was too hidebound in late 
Victorian liberalism to have much in 
common with a Catholic humanist, 
while Shaw, with his creative evolu- 
tion and desire to tidy up the world, 
is perhaps farther removed from the 
humanist spirit than any of the others. 

The contemporary who came most 
under the direct influence of Belloc 
was his great friend Chesterton; but 
though similar in outlook and tastes, 
it is a mistake to over-emphasize the 
resemblances between them. Belloc’s 
influence upon Chesterton’s thought 
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was enormous; but Chesterton was an 
original genius who gave an entirely 
new and distinctive character to their 
common fund of ideas. The Chester- 
belloc is a myth. In character, tem- 
perament and literary style the two 
men were the opposite of each other. 
Chesterton, though a humanist, was 
much more of a metaphysician and a 
mystic. Where Belloc is logical, Ches- 
terton is speculative; where Belloc 
is factual, Chesterton is fanciful; 
where Belloc is objective, Chesterton 
is imaginative. In style Chesterton is 
exuberant where Belloc is economical ; 
and even when Belloc is exuberant, as 
in his lighter works, he is always spar- 
ing in language. Chesterton’s prose at 
its worst is highly-colored journalese ; 
Belloc, even in his work as a journal- 
ist, never writes journalese. Chester- 
ton will end an essay on the open 
spaces with the sentence, ‘““And as the 
stars came out above the plain I wept 
for Walham Green”—and he prob- 
ably did, for he was at heart a Cock- 
ney, and never had Belloc’s enduring 
love of the English earth. But Belloc 
will end a chapter in The Four Men 
with the sentence: “And all night long 
the wind sounded in the trees.” Ches- 
terton the mystic wept for Walham 
Green, while Belloc the humanist 
listened to the wind in the trees. 
Apart from Chesterton there is a 
group of Catholic writers, prominent 
among whom are Christopher Daw- 
son, Christopher Hollis and E. I. 
Watkin, who have developed many 
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of the ideas latent in Belloc’s message: 
Dawson in the field of history, Hollis 
in the field of sociology and Watkin 
in the field of philosophy. The only 
writer known to me who has been 
stylistically as well as intellectually 
influenced by Belloc is J. B. Morton, 
many passages from whose writings 
have an unmistakably Bellocian flavor. 

When the menace of totalitarianism 
was greater than ever before, Belloc’s 
reputation and influence as a thinker 
was growing. But what of the future? 
How will he stand in English litera- 
ture a generation hence? Everything 
depends upon the religious and social 
condition of human society. If the tide 
flows and men return to sanity, Belloc 
will stand out as one of the great 
minds of the age and a prose writer 
of genius. But if the tide ebbs still 
farther from the shore of the Faith, 
leaving only the dried bones of what 
were once living men, he wiil inevi- 
tably suffer an eclipse. Even the splen- 
dor of his prose will suffer, for it is 
inspired by the things for which he 
stands—the Faith, mankind, commu- 
nity, the land—and if these go, good 
prose will go with them. Already the 
arid jargon of Left-wing philosophy, 
literature and art is a portent. 

But the things for which Belloc 
stands will never be eclipsed, for they 
are endemic to human nature. The 
more fully and integrally human in 
the Christian sense men are, the more 
significant will life become. There is a 
danger that in reaction against the 
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inhuman materialism of our time, men 
may turn to an equally inhuman mys- 
ticism, such as that advocated with 
such sincerity by Huxley and Heard. 
It is a very real danger; because in 
spite of the enormous power and value 
of mysticism, it can, if regarded as the 
only way, lead to disillusion, neurosis 
and despair, and thereby play into the 
hold of totalitarianism. 


Bettoc’s GREATNESS 

The integral humanism of the Cath- 
olic Church is the only effective chal- 
lenge to the inhumanism of our time. 
It is founded upon the stupendous fact 
that God Himself is a humanist, since 
He paid man the supreme compliment 
of the Incarnation, from whence radi- 
ates the sanctification of the entire 
cosmos and of all human life and 
activity. It is not the simple and often 
absurd things (which Aldous Huxley 
calls, rather’ contemptuously, life’s 
“Gmbecilities”) which are wrong, but 
the use we make of them. Every trivial 
act can be sanctified in the crucible 
ef true humanism—that Christ-cen- 
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tered humanism of which Belloc is one 
of the supreme advocates, and which 
explains why he can write with such 
joy about the smallest things. The 
modern world is losing this joy in life. 
It is fast being reduced to the freezing 
point of ultimate abstraction. Be- 
haviorism has emasculated the indi- 
vidual, physics has dissolved nature, 
metaphysics has annihilated God, and 
economics has reduced the living com- 
munity to a machine. 

The secret of Belloc’s greatness is 
the depth and richness of his humanity 
which proceeds from the love of One 
who is both God and man. Somewhere 
in Hills and the Sea occurs this most 
revealing sentence: “It may be taken 
that whatever form truth takes among 
men will be the more perfect in pro- 
portion as the men who receive that 
form are more fully men.” There 
speaks the humanist; and there also, 
by implication, speaks the Catholic 
humanist. For the men who “are more 
fully men” are those who have re- 
ceived the Faith in which human 
nature attains to its full stature. 
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Korean Independence 


We need have no worry about the ability of the Koreans to direct 


their own destiny wisely. Theirs 


is a culture that was centuries old 


when the Declaration of Independence was being written. The Koreans 
look to the United States with unbounded hope that their autonomy will 


be restored at once.—Bishop Walsh of Maryknoll. 








Nazi War on the Church 


Released by the N.C.W.C. News Service, October 19, 1945. 


A. Letrer or GerMAan BisHops To Pius XII 


Fulda, June 24, 1941. 
Holy Father: 

Once again we, the chief pastors of Germany, are met at the tomb 
of St. Boniface in Fulda to take counsel on what the present hour 
demands of us, on what is imposed on us by the needs of and dangers 
to the Catholic Church and the faithful in Germany. Before proceeding 
to our deliberations we have lifted our hearts and minds to the Holy 
Spirit, the unconquerable ruler of that which the Son of God has 
founded, and have begged the Creator Spiritus for light and strength 
from above. Our filial duty then calls on us to offer to the common 
Father of Christendom our solemn profession of inviolable loyalty and 
respectful devotion. 

For in Your Holiness we reverence the head of the whole Church 
throughout the world and so of the Catholic Church in Germany, the 
supreme teacher of Divine truth, the appointed defender of its God- 
given freedom, the surest guardian of its sacred treasury of grace; and 
today, while the mighty struggle rages around religion, Christianity 
and the Church, we cling more firmly than ever to the Rock of Peter, 
which the Divine Saviour himself has set up amid the surging waters 
ot the world’s tempestuous sea. In unbreakable union with the Holy 
See, and only through that union—such is our unwavering confidence— 
we shall lead the Church even in Germany to victory. And this will 
he her victory, that she may make her truth shine forth in yet clearer 
light and may distribute yet more abundantly the riches of her treasury 
of grace. 

Is there any need to describe the condition of God’s kingdom in 
(sermany for the Chief Shepherd whose eye is ever watchful? We may 
be permitted to do so very succinctly. 

The battle has entered upon a new phase, perhaps the final struggle. 
It has become more intense and more concentrated. The blows strike 
not only at important foundations of faith and morals which, if need 
he. we might spare, but are already battering fearfully at what is essen- 
tial to the Church as teacher of truth and channel of grace. We pass 
over what we have reported on a previous occasion. Since then obstacles 
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of many kinds have been erected, especially in the way of our work 
for souls. 


Pressure ON Catuotics CITED 


A much increased pressure is being brought to bear on those laymen 
who because of their professional and business position are not inde- 
pendent, to absent themselves from Catholic religious services and even 
to leave the Church. In this and other ways freedom of conscience is 
repressed to a degree that is simply intolerable for men made to the 
image of God and for Christians. We may understand to what extent 
this violation of human rights has gone from the fact that sterilization 
has been followed by the killing of mental defectives. 

Work for souls in public hospitals is made very difficult; work for 
souls among the prisoners-of-war and among non-military Polish 
workers is seriously interfered with. 

If there has been an alert during the night, religious services may 
not begin the following morning before ten o’clock. Without our being 
consulted in the matter, solemn feast days of the Church have beer 
made work days, and this affects even the strictly Church celebrations. 
Retreats and days of recollection have been forbidden. 

Priests who in the exercise of their parochial duties remind people 
of obedience to the divine law—“ius divinum’’—in questions touching 
marriage have been sent to concentration camps. Other priests have 
been expelled from their dioceses. The greatest possible difficulties are 
placed in the way of building churches in newly established cities or 
towns. Z 

Religious education of the young has met with renewed hindrance. 
Catholic kindergartens have been already in great part suppressed. The 
countless children who have been sent into the country often enough 
have no opportunity to hear mass and to attend religious instruction 
classes, so that with their long separation from their families their 
religious formation is seriously endangered. Religious instruction, which 
is being bitterly challenged in all the secondary and higher schools of 
most German territories, has been limited to pupils of elementary school 
age. The school prayer has been abolished everywhere, at least in prin- 
ciple. The textbooks with their thoroughly un-Christian and anti- 
Catholic character present a great danger to the faith of our youth. 

The entire Catholic press, with the exception of strictly theological 
works, has been suppressed, while that of the so-called ““God-believers”’ 
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(Gottblaeubigen) may continue publication without hindrance. The 
spread of religious literature through official, ecclesiastical channels is 
iorbidden. Thus a double source of religious instructian and encour- 
agement is cut off at one stroke. Parish libraries may loan only books 
of a religious nature. Already one publishing house with its entire stock 
has been confiscated because it published Catholic literature. 

Besides, many houses of religious even in Germany proper have 
been. closed, and often the religious have been driven out with only a 
tew hours’ notice. There is deep consolation in the fact that they 
never weakened in their fidelity to the Church and to their religious 
vocation. There are also individual instances of public churches being 
closed. Any increase in the members of religious orders is to be made 
generally impossible by the obligation to enroll in the “labor service” 
imposed on all desiring to enter religion. 

All these measures are a beginning. Far more significant is the 
intention to establish forthwith a national church for all Germany, 
which is certainly to be independent not only of Rome but of Christ 
and of a personal God. We may not yet be informed of their program; 
but the measures introduced thus far in Germany and, much more, 
those introduced in the recently acquired East and West territories 
allow us to surmise something of what is in store for the Catholic 
Church in Germany, once the “National Church” is established ia the 
probably not-distant future. 

The situation, Holy Father, is critical in the extreme. The attack 
is launched with force. What is the defense to be? Abundant are 
the arms of the enemy; the Church seems to be almost without weapons. 
And yet we may not, we will not lose heart, for God and the whole 
heavenly army are our allies. We know that the enemy can advance 
only so far as God permits. Besides, we are fighting for the truth. In 
the Jong run that triumphs of itself. 


Rsso.ution Set Forty 


So we march on, following, as far as it is at all still possibde, all 
the paths of spiritual ministry which we have been accustomed to in 
the past, and using all the customary means within the limits of the 
recent restrictions. With great profit we have gathered the children 
together each week for religious instruction, and we invite the students 
of the upper classes to assemble for lectures on religion. We continue 
our work among groups from the various social classes. In particular 
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we instruct the women and girls how to teach religion in a simple 
way to children, and we show the mothers how they themselves can 
prepare their little ones from their tender years for first Hol; 
Communion. 

Among them, too, we have observed during this organized work 
or religious instruction an eager desire for the Divine truth and for 
Catholic life. We have not ceased to train select groups from among 
the youth and to gather the young folk before the Blessed Sacrament 
for devotions to which they come in great numbers, as was the case 
recently on Trinity Sunday. In our instructions we and our priests 
want above all to show the faithful of today what faith in a personal 
God and faith in the Redeemer means for them, what it has meant for 
Germany during all the centuries of her history. 

Together with our priests we shall hold up the Church before th- 
taithful as the richest source of blessings and of culture even for the 
German people. We shall try to rekindle love for the See of Peter 
as the divinely established chair of truth and the center of unity for 
the kingdom of God on earth, and to reinvigorate the sense of loyalty. 
Thus we shall combat forcefully the schism resulting from attempts to 
found a national church. 

We shall arm ourselves with the resolve: We stand loyal—loyal 
to God and the Redeemer, loyal to the Church and its Supreme Head. 
come what may. We shall teach our faithful to stand loyal even when 
the horizon is blackest, even, in case of need, though deprived of priest 
and sacraments, and to persevere until the sun of Christ’s peace shines 
once again over our country. 

In all this our souls are filled with great confidence. Genuine faith 
in God is too deeply rooted in the hearts of our people, the face and 
figure of Christ are too deeply imprinted on the German soul, love of 
the Church has too strong a hold on millions to allow the Church in 
Germany to be destroyed even under the heaviest pressure, especially 
as the Saviour’s graces, in massive array, stand on the side of those 
who are suffering for their faith. The loyalty of millions to Christ is 
already shining with a brighter light than before; their unwavering 
faith has grown stronger under oppression. 

We have related to Your Holiness our anxieties. But we are fully 
aware that the heart of the Father of Christendom is afflicted with 
far vaster and deeper anxieties. There is the pressing solicitude for the 
future of the Christian religion in all the countries of the world, in 
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which the Church’s freedom and her activity for the greater good vi 
mankind are hampered by the enemy. There is the solicitude for all 
the nations caught up in the world conflagration. With Your Holiness 
we cry to heaven for a peace that will assure to all peoples in measure 
overflowing the rich blessings of Christ. 

Finally, Holy Father, we most earnestly ask Your Holiness to 
impart to us a special apostolic blessing for our work this year, so 
that the extraordinary difficulties may be overcome through extraordi- 
nary light and extraordinary strength. 


B. Repty oF THE Hoty FATHER 


We have read with gratitude, but alas with sorrow, the letter 
which you, Our Beloved Sons and Venerable Brethren, wrote to Us 
in devoted homage, at the opening of the Bishops’ meeting at Fulda, 
to renew your staunch faith and to promise Us your wholehearted 
loyalty—of both you are giving a shining example not only to your 
flocks but to the whole world—and to let Us know the present position 
of the Catholic Church in Germany. 

As you gathered at the tomb of St. Boniface, Apostle of Germany, 
to take counsel on “what the present hour demands, on what is im- 
posed by the needs and dangers of the Catholic Church and the faith- 
ful in Germany,” you hastened to express to Us your laudable senti- 
ments of devotion. Be assured that by this thoughtful expression you 
have deeply moved Us; for We have the greatest affection for you, 
dearly beloved, and for the regular and secular clergy, the nuns, and 
all the faithful of your noble people who are patiently enduring much 
intense suffering for the most Holy Name of Jesus and for your stead- 
fast loyalty to the Church. 

We thank you, then, for the sentiments which you have expressed 
and for the important news which you sent Us—too often bad news. 
but still always welcome, even though part of your account was 
already known to Us, and We assure you that We always share your 
cares and your anxiety. 

These attacks on the Church have never been lacking, which Our 
Lord predicted to His Apostles, and left as a heritage to His followers. 
All know that down through the centuries, now in one place, now in 
another, legions of men have suffered torments and death for God. 
And although now in Germany there rages the slow martyrdom of 
Confessors rather than the quickly accomplished consummation of the 
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Martyr, it is not on that account a less serious persecution; for im- 
mense forces are at work, with elaborate sagacity and untiring per- 
sistence, to snatch away from Christ our Saviour and King the souls 
that were redeemed by His sufferings. Indeed such cleverly organized 
schemes against religion are all the more to be feared for the more 
subtle art and the greater insidiousness employed in the effort to deprive 
the generous sons of Germany entirely of nourishment for their faith. 


Grave Dirricutties Norep 


The Catholic Church in Germany is therefore faced with grave 
difficulties, as is abundantly clear from the frequent acts of violence 
of which you have rightly complained; pressure is brought on meu, 
especially those holding public office, to renounce the religion of Christ; 
the care of souls is subjected to ever more restrictions; the young are 
imbued with doctrines opposed to Christian dogma, and every effort 
is made to keep them away from priests; practically all Catholic papers 
and reviews have been abolished; religious houses are being suppressed 
one after the other, and their goods confiscated. And these nefarious 
measures—as you note yourselves—are taken not in order to destroy 
some subsidiary helps which, though very precious to her, are not 
necessary to the organization of the Church, but in order to do away 
with the very essentials of Christian discipline. 

But if such actual evils perturb Us, the greater evils which are 
threatening cause Us more anxious worry. For you see in the serious 
present crisis symptoms of a more violent storm about to break over 
our beloved sons and daughters of Germany. 

In such circumstances, beloved Sons and Venerable Brethren, you 
ask us: “What is the defense to be? Abundant are the arms of the 
enemy; the Church is almost without weapons.” But you add at once: 
“And yet, we may not lose heart,” and you profess your intention to 
keep faith with God and Christ by every means in your power; you 
say that you are encouraging your flocks to do the same, so that even 
if in the darkest hour they suffer the supreme disaster of being without 
priests and sacraments, they should with unfailing hope await the peace 
of Christ, until the desired light of that peace shall brighten your land. 

Accordingly you decided unanimously—as you have informed Us— 
to pay the greatest attention to the preservation of the faith, and for 
this purpose to use all the facilities still at your disposal and especially 
to enlist more fully and to greater advantage the cooperation of families. 
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These proposals are authoritatively and clearly explained in the collec- 
tive Pastoral Letters which you published on June 26 last, and which 
We read with intense emotion. 

We heartily approve of these recommendations of yours; they are 
worthy of your brave apostolic spirit and well adapted to the needs of 
the hour; and We thank God who inspired them and gave you the 
strength of will to set up this barrier against hostile attack. We have 
no doubt, either, that you will accomplish through your constancy, 
strength and indefatigable labor what you have so fearlessly planned. 

May that faith which you, your priests and your faithful have 
displayed and which constitutes a quite singular example of Christian 
virtue worthy of all honor, and your intrepid fidelity, which from 
the very beginning of Our Pontificate has afforded Us welcome conso- 
lation, continue to flourish and to oppose to the growing storm that 
growing resistance which will overcome it. As true champions of Christ 
persevere undaunted in the contest to the end. 


PRAYER TO THE Lorp 


And may our Lord, Who knows how to turn even the direst afflic- 
tion into joy and Who imbues those who suffer contumely for His. 
Name’s sake with the joy of interior peace, thus tempering harshness 
and making bitterness palatable, hearken to Our prayers and be near 
to you all, pastors and flock, with the riches of His mercy. 

We, like you, are full of hope and confidence that the Church ia 
Germany is, in spite of all the storms, steering toward the light. Cer- 
tainly, your well-thought-out-plan, the exalted standards and moral 
conduct displayed not only by you but also by your priests, and great 
numbers of the faithful who have gathered strength from the constant 
struggle, afford a guarantee that your fortitude of soul, often reaching 
astonishing heights, will not fail. 

In congratulation, allow Us to address you and Our beloved chil- 
dren who at your side are fighting the battle of our Lord, in the 
words of St. Cyprian: “Your present confession of the faith * * * is 
more illustrious and honored because of your greater strength in suffer- 
ing. As the combat waxed in intensity, the glory of the combatants 
grew. * * * If the battle calls you, if the day of your struggle has 
come, fight bravely, fight constantly, knowing that you are battling 
beneath the gaze of Our Lord who is ever present, that you are by 
your confession ef His name attaining to His glory Whe net merely 
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watches His warring servants but Himself fights in us, Himself joins 
battle, Himself crowns and is crowned by the decisive contest oi: 
our trial.” 

We cannot fight strenuously for the kingdom of Christ without 
promoting His reign. You yourselves note, as you ponder on the 
present-day events in Germany, that the Church may be attacked but 
can never be routed: “Already,” you write, “the loyalty of millions 
to Christ is shining with a brighter light than before; their unwaver- 
ing faith has grown stronger under oppression.” 

We do not forget, however, that the daily contest which crowns 
the strong drives the weak to the wall, spells loss and harm for ecclesi- 
astical life and institutions and disturbs the favorable order of just 
tranquility. Hence, “let us ask for a speedy peace, and a quick reliet 
trom our trials and dangers; may Our Lord deign to grant these to 
His servants, the restoration of the Church, the security of our salva- 
tion, fair weather after the rains, light after darkness, tranquil calm 
after the tossing waves, the assistance of devoted paternal love, the 
accustomed praise of the Divine Majesty, that thus the blasphemy of 
the persecutors may be checked, the penance of thdse who have lapsed 
may be remolded, and the strong, stable trust of those who persevere! 
may be exalted.” 

We fervently implore from God, too, the grace that those who 
oppose the Church may come to realize that there is nothing lower than 
to afflict one’s mother, and that they may be led, through salutary 
penance, to exchange their perverted hatred for love. 


Montnu’s PrayveR ORDERED 


Please arrange that an appeal be sent to the clergy and all the 
faithful of Germany to join you in offering with tearful confidence 
unceasing supplications and prayers for this intention to God, through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, especially during the 
coming month of October, dedicated to Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Rosary. May She, invoked as the Shield of Christians and the dear 
Mother of all, turn her eyes of mercy on you her clients and children, 
afford you her protection and open to you the treasures of her love. 

Having thus encouraged you in fulfilment of your duty, We implore 
God to give to you, our Beloved Sons and Venerable Brethren, to the 
priests, to religious of both sexes, and to the mass of the faithful o' 
Our dear Germany the strength of the Holy Spirit, and joy, increase: 
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charity, the assured expectation of the Divine promises, and the peace 
of a pure conscience; and as a pledge of these heavenly gifts We impart 
Our Apostolic Benediction. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, on Sept. 8, in the Year 1941, the 
Third of Our Pontificate. 


Cd 


Atomic Bomb 


This revelation of the secrets of nature long mercifully with- 
held from man should arouse the most solemn reflections in the 
mind and conscience of every human being capable of compre- 
hension. We must indeed pray that these awful agencies will 
be made to conduce to peace among the nations and that, instead 
of wreaking measureless havoc upon the entire globe, they may 
become a perennial foundation of world prosperity—VWinston 
Churchill. 
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Bells of St. Mary’s, The 

Film Fan Flap-Doodle...... 

Hollywood Over the Years 

We Ought To Be in Pictures. econo 
National Defense: 

Democratic Plan for National Defense, A 


- 403, July, 1945 
. 319, May, 1945 
. 569, Sept., 1945 
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is] 





A =) 





458, Aug., 1945 
141, Mar., 1945 
675, Nov., 1945 
179, Mar, 1945 





i 





ss) 


‘RAL p. 582, Oct., 1945 
Native Clergy: 
LS 
Nazism: 


Communist, National Socialist, and Liberal 

Society, 1917-1939 . 183, Mar., 1945 
Nazi War on the Church 751, Dec., 1945 
Pius XII: Nazism and Peace p. 449, Aug., 1945 
Return of the Barbarian... p. 401, July, 1945 





- 
~~ 





~~ 








Neumann, Theresa: 
On Seeing Theresa Neumann. eee e eee 


. 701, Nov., 1945 


ao) 


Newman, Cardinal: 


Newman and the Liberal Arts... 641, Nov., 1945 























Newman Centennial... p. 682, Nov., 1945 
Securus Judicat................. p. 126, Feb., 1945 
Papal Documents: 
Lenten Discourse of Pius XII p. 257,May, 1945 
Pius XII: Nazism and Peace ou P. 449, Aug., 1945 
Pius XII to the Semaines Sociales. p. 618, Oct., 1945 
Pope’s Christmas Message, 1944. p. 65, Feb., 1945 
Pope on V-E Day, The p. 385, July, 1945 


Woman’s Duties in Social and Political Life........p. 705, Dec., 1945 






































Pastorals: 
German Bishops at Fulda ep. 691, Nov., 
Peace: 
Bishop as Peacemaker, The p. 563, Sept., 
Bishops’ Statement on Peace p. 1, Jans 
Bishops’ Statement on World Peace. ..--occccoe- p. 321, June, 
Just and Lasting Peace, A p. 629, Oct., 
Laymen and the Papal Peace Program................ p. 443, July, 
“Memes” and “People? ___$__$_$_..__.__....up. 167, BEGts 
Parties, Politics and Peace... p. 370, June, 
Pius XIL: Nazism and Peace... .cceccceeceeccneeenceeneee Pe 449, Aug., 
Plain Man and the Peace, The ” p. 21, Jan., 
Race Prejudice ard Peace..n...:ccccscoseccsseneeee p. 608, Oct., 
Rebels at San Francisco........... p. 735, Dec., 
World Order Pattern for Peace p. 238, Apr., 
Poland: 
Deportations from Eastern Poland. p. 213, Apr., 
Politics: 
Democracy and the Party System p. 513, Sept., 
Election, The ———— << = 
Parties, Politics and Peace.......................................-p. 370, June, 
Pepe, The: 
Holy Father Looks Ahead, The... Pp. 298, May, 
Pope and Democracy, Ve ...........0.-::cccceeeeneoneeeenneeeeeeeeee Ps 359, June, 
Pope and Politics, The....................... ao -_ 2 ™ 
Pape aad Peeient a a, 
Pope’s Middle Way, The.......................-..- -d. 119, Feb., 


Prejudice: 








Blatant Discrimination... ...p. 420, July, 

Catholics Not Wanted_____.______p. 420, July, 

Christians and Racial Prejudice... p. 221, Apr., 

Group Hatred and Democracy... ‘ p. 551, Sept., 

Private Hachiya, American... 229, Apr., 
Priesthood: 

Eternal Priest, The p. 350, June, 
Property: 


Private Property and Public Good 








p. 148, Mar., 
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Protestantism: 


























Church of Rockefeller, The p. 293, May, 

Our Separated Brethren p. 486, Aug., 
Racism: 

Christians and Racial Prejudice p. 221, Apr., 

Mr. Simple on Racial Equality... cessssssceeenee p. 15, Jan., 

Negroes in the K. of C...... ...p. 358, June, 

Race Prejudice and Peace _.p. 608, Oct., 
Radie: 

Sacred Heart Hour, The... .p. 224, Apr., 
Rash Judgments: 

Ragh Judgments......................... p. 482, Aug., 
Religiaw: 

Religion and Education as Factors in Civilization..p. 294, May, 

Religion and Morality .p. 306, May, 
Religious Unity: 

‘Charch Unity Octave -p. 31, Jan., 

Religious Unity .p. 37, Jan., 
Retreats: 

Cana Conferences... _p. 340, June, 
Rural Life: 

Catholic Social Teaching on Rural Life..p. 160, Mar., 


Farms for Servicemen...... 





Rural Communities of TOomorrow.-ccccecsccscccccceccssee-soee--o- 


Why Rural Life? 





Roman Stations: 
Roman Stations 


Russta: 
Bolshevism in Reverse. 


Death of Metropolitan Sheptitsky. 
Four Phases of Russian Internationalism.................... 
Russian Patriarch Attacks Vatican.............. 
"Prage Umone my U.S.S.R 


Understanding Russia........... 





Sacraments, The: 


Absolution... 





Greater Esteem of Extreme Unction.................... p. 


» Fo ey 
. 300, May, 
. 205, Apr., 


. 318, May, 


. 99, Feb., 
. 143, Mar., 
. 388, July, 
. 273, May, 
. 134, Mar., 
. 521, Sept., 


p. 127, Feb., 
174, Mar., 
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Sacrament of Love........ 
Sacred Heart: 

Saceed Meare Hour, The 
Science: 

Atomic Bomb, The 
Sinarchism: 

Sinarchism: Threat or a Promise ?_......... 
Sisterhoods: 

Daughters of Mary Immaculate..................... 
Social Action: 

Pius XII to the Semaines Sociales... 

Priest and Social Action, Thre....c.cccceccccecsecc-sncee 

Social Apostolate, The 

Social Reform Today. 
Truth: 

Mooting the Question en ane 

Truth and Our Public Relations....................--.. 
V ocations: 

Vocations in Wartime 
Women: 

Woman and Postwar Reconstruction... 

Woman of the House, The 

Woman’s Duties in Social and Political Life........ 
Vatican: 

Papal Abdieations. 

Papal Deposition... 

Russian Patriarch Attacks Vatican 

Vatican Diplomacy. 
Xenophobia: 

Xenophobia... 
Youth: 

Teen-Agers and Dates. 






































December 


...p. 290, May, 
une. 224, Apr., 
... p. 610, Oct., 


....p. 262, May, 


p. 246, Apr., 


... p. 618, Oct., 
..p. 424, July, 
fe 98, Feb., 

...p. 620, Oct., 


..p. 166, Mar., 


p. 742, Dec., 


p. 547, Sept., 


Pp. 78, Feb., 


p. 215, Apr., 
p. 705, Dec., 


p. 253, Apr., 


.p. 63, Jan., 


p. 273, May, 


..p. 62, Jan., 


p. 100, Feb., 





p. 561, Sept., 
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